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This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. Matthew 3:17

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The short Christmas season comes to a close today with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan was a sign of humility, showing His closeness to us and His
obedience to His Father. His human and divine natures radiate as he sanctifies the waters of the
Jordan and the Father’s voice is heard: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
John the Baptist told the people about Jesus: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
In the Sacrament of Baptism, the Holy Spirit is given as Jesus Christ instituted and of which
John the Baptist spoke. Water cleanses and thus purifies. Using the Trinitarian formula: “… I
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”; using water (three
times immersed or three times the pouring of water upon the head); and the “receive the light of
Christ” from the Paschal candle. These symbols of baptism represent the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. Water purifies and cleanses the old man of sin and recreates him through the
Sacrament into the new man who has “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). Thus, the
symbol of the white garment received in baptism. The fire or “flame of faith” received from the
Paschal candle is the burning love of God which also purifies. It is also like the burning bush of
Moses, the presence of God, love that burns but does not consume. A purifying love is the love
of Jesus, immersed in the suffering of the Cross – His Baptism – yet not destroyed because
Jesus resurrects to victory, ALIVE! Love cannot be destroyed nor defeated! This is baptism,
living a new life in Christ! “In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to
suffer through various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that
is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter1:6-7).
Baptism symbolism in the Book of Revelation: “I advise you to buy from me gold refined by
fire so that you may be rich, and white garments to put on so that your shameful nakedness may
not be exposed, and buy anointment to smear on your eyes so that you may see” (3:18). Faith is
given (gold refined by fire); the white garment representing new life in Christ; and the
anointment being the oil of chrism and the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, which enlightens us
to see with the eyes of faith.
“You tested us, O God, tried us as silver tried by fire. You
led us into a snare; you bound us at the waist as captives.
You let captors set foot on our neck; we went through fire
and water; then you led us out to freedom.” These words
from Psalm 66:10-12 have baptismal imagery. We are
held captive under original sin, with the devil as our taskmaster, but freed through baptism!
“I will bring the one third through fire, and I will refine
them as silver is refined, and I will test them as gold is
tested. They shall call upon my name, and I will hear
them. I will say, ‘They are my people,’ and they shall say,
‘The Lord is my God.’” (Zechariah 13:9)
God Love You!!!

Fr. Jim Starasinich

Support the Collection for the Church
in Latin America
Sunday January 23, 2022
To answer the call to priestly or consecrated life is a
courageous act of faith, especially in a time and place
where priests face violence. The Subcommittee on the
Church in Latin America recognizes the courage and
openness of seminarians by supporting their formation as
they prepare for lives of dedicated service. Your support
for the Collection for the Church in Latin America makes
it possible for young men in El Salvador and throughout
Latin America and the Caribbean to answer that call.
Thank you for your generosity.

Synod on Synodality 2021-2023
Pope Francis and Bishop Quinn invite you to participate in a
two year preparation process for the 26th Ordinary Synod
of Bishops, which will take place in Rome in the fall of 2023.
The topic of the Synod will be “synodality”, a term which
Pope Francis uses to describe our Church’s “journeying
together” - prayerfully listening to the needs and
experiences of God’s people in order to faithfully discern
the best way forward.
Pope Francis has asked the entire Church to take an active
part in the synod, inviting people from all walks of life and
from around the whole world to gather together for prayer, sharing experiences, listening, and
seeking the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. During this diocesan phase of the Synod,
these gatherings will include parishioners, consecrated men and women, people of other
Christian communities, and those “on the margins”, of society and church life. There will be
listening sessions held in each parish in the new year which will include prayer, reflection, and
discussion on the life of our Church today ,and how the Holy Spirit is calling us to continue our
mission of proclaiming Jesus Christ to the world. The “vital pillars’ of the synod process are:
Communion: “God gathers us together as diverse peoples of one faith. We all have a role to
play in discerning and living out God’s call for his people.”
Participation: “The involvement of all who belong to the People of God– laity, consecrated and
ordained—to engage in the exercise of deep and respectful listening to one another”.
Mission: “The Church exists to evangelize...Our mission is to witness to the love of God in the
midst of the whole human family.”
The goal of the Synod is for the Church “to listen to the living voice of the entire People of
God.” Please join us by participating in your local synod listening session.

Please consider becoming a Liturgical Minister
at St. Joseph Church. There’s something for
everyone! See contact info. below:

Altar Servers – Parish Office (507)451-4845,
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org
Eucharistic Ministers – Linda Huffington
(507) 456-5274 (leave message) or
indamwhuffington@gmail.com
Greeters – Wayne & Betty Kubicek (507)4518683, bj-n-me@hotmail.com
Homebound Ministries – Vickie Skala (507)
456-2230, vskala9174@gmail.com
Lectors – Linda Strand (507)363-2596,
strand619@gmail.com

Court Owatonna Catholic
Daughters of the Americas
will meet Saturday, Jan. 15th
at 9:00am in Joseph Hall.
Women in the Catholic community are
welcomed to join us for coffee, prayer and
fellowship.
The 2022 Catholic Family
Appointment Calendars
are available in the gathering area.
These calendars are provided
by the following businesses:
Haberman’s Picture Framing
Brick-Meger Funeral Home
Curly Girlz Candy
Owatonna Bus Company

Music Ministry – Carol Hodapp (507)2136981, carolhodapp@gmail.com
Sacristans – Ellyn Jardine (507)-444-4088,
lee j7@reagan.com

Ushers – Pat Rose (507)456-1146
rosepatp@gmail.com
Confident Pregnancies and Stable Beginnings
Whether a pregnant woman is excited to bring her
new baby home or is choosing the loving option of
adoption, Catholic Charities supports confident
pregnancies and stable beginnings. Our social
workers travel to new and expectant parents all
across the Diocese to bring help and hope through
financial assistance, pregnancy counseling, parenting education, free baby items, and helping women
throughout the entire process of placing a child for
adoption. We are honored to work with those who
are pregnant or have a child under 12 months old.
We work with teens and adults, women who are
single or married, those who are financially secure
or living in poverty. Reach our social workers
at 800-222-5859 for more information or to
schedule an appointment.

Owatonna KC Council 945
Shrimp Dinners are back!
Everyone Welcome!
Serving every Friday from
January 21 through February 25.
6:30—7:30pm at the Columbian Center,
(formerly KC Hall )
Take-out available.
The delicious dinner includes 6 jumbo
shrimp, mashed potatoes with country style
gravy, coleslaw, and roll –
all for the low price of $12.50!
Burger baskets also available for $8.50.
Enjoy a great meal and support our KC Council to
help us continue our charitable work.
To Volunteer, Contact Lee Jardine
(lee_j7@reagan.com / 507-444-4088), Rich Gerdts
(srgerdts@gmail.com / 507/456-3684) or Laverne
Klecker (laverne.klecker@gmail.com / 507-4566738) and if you are not a Knight, ask us about how
to join!!

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions
Monday, January 10, 2022: Weekday (1st Week in Ordinary Time) - 1 Sm 1:1-8, Mk 1:14-20
(305)
9:00am - Christ the King - Mary Phillips†
Tuesday, January 11, 2022: Weekday - 1 Sm 1:9-20, Mk 1:21-28 (306)
8:00am - Marie Roeker†
Wednesday, January 12, 2022: Weekday - 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20, Mk 1:29-39 (307)
8:10am - SMS - Sacred Heart - Clarence Brage & Robert Brage†
Thursday, January 13, 2022: Weekday - St. Hillary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church, 1 Sm 4:1-11,
Mk 1:40 – 45 (308)
8:00am - Deceased members of Joe Geraghty family
Friday, January 14, 2022: Weekday - 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10 –22a, Mk 2:13 – 17(309)
9:00am - Christ the King - Bev Hertel (liv)
Saturday, January 15, 2022: Weekday - 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1, Mk 2:13-17 (310)
8:00am - Earl Wheeler†
Sunday, January 16, 2022: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Is 62: 1-5, 1 Cor 12:4-11, Jn 2:1-11
(66)
1/15/22 4:00pm– Karen Kuklok†
1/16/22 8:00pm– Parishioners
1/16/22 10:00am– Lanny Huemann†

January 9 – The Baptism of the Lord
After Jesus was baptized, he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove
and a voice was heard “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.” As we give to the poor, we
also can hear these same words.

As you help those who are suffering, know in your
heart the truth of the words “you are my beloved
with whom I am well pleased.” On Tuesday, we
served 80 take-home meals to our friends.
Membership-We meet the 1st and 3rd Monday of each
month, at St. Joseph’s Church. If you would like further information on growing your spiritual life and
serving those in need in our community, please join
us at a meeting or contact Deb McManimon at
dmcmanimon72@gmail.com.
Our phone is 507-676-5508.

Parish Staff
Pastor– Fr. James Starasinich (507) 451-4845
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org
Administrator– Al Christenson (507) 451-4845
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org
Parish Office– Linda Strand (507) 451-4845
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org
Bookkeeping-Teresa Klecker
Teresa@stjosephowatonna.org
Liturgical Music Director– Carol Hodapp
carolhodapp@gmail.com
REP/CYO Coordinator– Brittany Boubin
rep@rep-cyo.org
Maintenance– Dave Oman
Parish Website– www.stjosephowatonna.org
Facebook– https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/

Liturgical Ministers Schedule
1/15/22 - 1/16/22
Saturday - 4:00pm
EMs - Fred & Judy Schneider
Lector – Linda Strand
Sacristan – Matt Thurnau
Ushers – Scott &Sue Yentsch
Sunday - 8:00am
EMs –Martha Kearin, Sue Heller
Lector – Pat Rose
Sacristan - Linda Huffington
Ushers – Mark Kearin, Tyler Keller
Sunday –10:00am
EMs – Lee & Ellyn Jardine
Lector – Tim Rice
Sacristan – Ruth Broumley
Ushers - Chuck & King Jurgens
If you would like to sign up as volunteer for the
liturgical ministries , sign up sheets are still available in the gathering area or you may call the office at
451-4845.

Now more important than ever!
March for Life at the State Capital
Saturday, January 22,2022
Grab your friends and ride in comfort to the
State Capital! The march will be preceded by a
prayer service at the St. Paul Cathedral.
The bus will load at the Sacred Heart parking lot
at 8:15am (leave at 8:30am) and return by
3:00pm.
For more information and to reserve a seat on
the bus, call Peggy Nelson at (507)455-0881.
Courtesy of Owatonna KC Council #945

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BENEFIT BREAKFAST
Benefiting: The Owatonna Izaak
Walton League

Sunday, January 9th,
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

at Mary’s School cafeteria

Featuring two sensational Breakfast choices:
Ione Whalon
December 25, 2021

May her soul and the souls of all the
Faithful departed rest in peace.

KC Country Breakfast or KC Omelete
Breakfast with pancakes, french toast. sausage
links, eggs to order, milk and coffee .
$7 in advance or $8 at the door (free under 6).

Find us online!
Check out the St. Joseph Parish website:
www.stjosephowatonna.org

IT and Communications Specialist

Support Life !

Try Formed.org !

Our Parish subscription includes free studies, movies,
Parish bulletins, upcoming Parish events, music books, and kids materials. Instructions:
& liturgical ministry schedules, vocation articles 1)Go to formed.org click ‘Sign Up’, ‘I belong to a
and much more!
Parish’, enter parish code: 9e4112, click ‘next’.
2) Create an Account -name, email, ‘Sign Up’.
3) Start using the resources in the tabs, or just
January Funeral Chairpersons
explore!
Char Setheny - 451-0118
**If you’ve registered previously with Formed, go to
Val O’Neill - 451-8746
formed.org and use the ‘Sign In’ tab at the top right.
Additional workers needed;
contact the office if you’re able to help.

This week we welcome back students and staff
from Christmas break! We have our choir and
band concert for 5th - 8th grade January 13th
from 6:30-7:30 pm at St. Mary's School. We are
excited for our students to showcase their
singing and instrumental talents.
St. Mary's also
wants to wish
everyone a happy
New Year in 2022!

Year-end Update St. Vincent de Paul

Thank you to all of you for your generous contributions to the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul in Steele County. None of this
help would be possible without your generous contributions.
We wanted to give our parishes an update on our past fiscal
year (October 2020 to September 2021).
Please consider us in your year-end donation plans as gifts to
St. Vincent de Paul; are tax deductible. We have envelopes
available at local funeral homes for memorials, and
at all parishes.
Number of people served in visits -610
Number of meals served at Vincent’s Table -4513
Number of people helped with furniture- 101
Total Volunteer hours – 3,424
Donations received $64,873
Total Help Given Out: $67,970
% Breakdown of help to those we served with assistance

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Winona-Rochester is currently
seeking an Information Technology (IT) and Communications
Specialist for the diocesan Pastoral Center in Winona, Minnesota. The ideal candidate will have knowledge of information technology systems, website design and maintenance as well as the
various social media technology (Face Book, Twitter, etc.) currently utilized in multi-media today. The chosen candidate will
be
responsible for leading and facilitating the Diocese of WinonaRochester’s use of information technology social media,
coordinating various audio and video projects for the diocese,
maintaining diocesan multi-media policies and procedures as
well as fulfilling additional duties related to IT support and
administration as required.
Qualified applicants are effective communicators highly skilled,
at multi-tasking, adaptable to change, effective at
interfacing with a diverse group of internal customers and external contacts and typically are a practicing Roman Catholic. Candidates typically have a Bachelor’s Degree in Information Technology or equivalent offsetting experience along with a minimum of 1 year in an information technology environment. The
Diocese of Winona-Rochester encompasses the 20 southernmost
counties of the state of Minnesota and covers 12,282 square
miles -- bordered by the Mississippi River to the east and South
Dakota to the west. The diocese has approximately 2,000 full
and part-time employees working within its parishes, schools and
institutions.
Qualified candidates are encouraged to view our website at
www.dowr.org. Please send resume, cover letter, references and
salary requirements to:
IT/Communications Search
Diocese of Winona-Rochester
55W Sanborn St.
Winona, MN. 55987

Begin your new year with a Spiritual boost!
Reflect on the year just passed, prepare for the
year ahead
Upcoming Women's retreats January 14 - 16, 2022
January 21 - 23, 2022
Married Couples Retreat February 11-13, 2022
Theme: Hope Rising; Revisioning our Dream
Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake MN
Register online at www.franciscanretreats.net. or
by calling at 952-447-2182
See our website for safety procedures at
Franciscan Retreats.

