
 

 

Hand crafted nylon cord and beaded rosaries with  
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(507) 451-7943 

1930 Austin Rd, PO Box 482 
Owatonna, Minnesota  

 

730 S Cedar Ave 
Owatonna 

 

507.446.2300 
stmarys-owatonna.org 

Preschool, Kindergarten & Grades 1-8 

Growing in Mind, 
Body & Spirit 

507-451-9545 
OWATONNA, MN 

451-3377 
kirchnersidingandwindow.com 

Quality People, Products & Service! 

610 Riverside  507-451-7234 

Please Pray 
for Vocations 

Can you not  
watch with me  
for ONE hour? 

Open Monday - Saturday 
7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
costas-candies.com 
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 J. P. Kreutter 
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 SMITH, TOLLEFSON,  
RAHRICK & CASS 

Attorneys-at-Law 

  108 West Park Square     Stephen J. Smith 
  Owatonna, MN 55060     Mark J. Rahrick 
  (507)451-6540                 Benjamin M. Cass 

www.owatonnalaw.com 

ROCON, INC. 
“Our Reputation is Building” 

Office Phone 507.451.8810 
Fax 507.451.1069 

134 E Vine St. #3 P.O. Box 484 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

bob@rocon.us 

Selective Looks 
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  -Stephanie Gedicke 

507.444.3099 
109 Cedar Ave Owatonna 
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Your ad here! 
 

Call 451-4845  

Plemel Insurance Agency 
920 Hoffman Dr.  Owatonna, MN 

507-451-4619 
www.plemelagency.com 

Hand crafted beaded rosaries & bracelets with  

a fine selection of colors, sizes, and crucifixes.  

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., a Registered Broker/Dealer, 
Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through USAdvisor’s Wealth 
Management, LLC, an SEC Registered Investment Adviser firm. The Securities 
America companies, USAdvisors Network and USAdvisors Wealth Management, 
LLC, are separate entities. Ludewig Financial Group is a separate entity from 
Securities America. 

 

 

July4, 2021 

Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich 

 

Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm  

    Friday   8:30am-3:00pm  
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Weekends 

Saturday 4:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
 

Weekdays and Holy Days 
(See schedule in the bulletin) 

 

Reconciliation  

Saturday 3:00-3:45pm 

512 South Elm Street 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 

Office Phone (507) 451-4845 
 

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org 
_ 

http://www.computerstoreowatonna.com/
mailto:info@jandjcabinetworks.com


 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
How do you react when someone says something about you, especially if you do not agree with 
what they have said about you?  I know that I usually defend myself.  I have often mentioned from 
the pulpit that my mother said I was bullheaded.  I did not like to hear that but it made me even 
more bullheaded.  Looking back, I can say she was right and even laugh about it.  The truth about 
ourselves can often be better evaluated by others than by ourselves.  We often react as we do be-
cause we feel we have to defend ourselves.  We do not want to accept the reality of who we are but 
only accept who we think we are.  Yet, there is a great freedom in allowing ourselves to accept the 
truth of what others may say about us.  It helps us to accept the most important truth: that Jesus calls 
us as we are.  St. Paul in today’s second reading is not afraid to admit the truth about who he is, a 
man weak whom “a thorn in the flesh was given . . . to keep [him] from being too elated.” 
 
Imagine hearing God tell us the truth about ourselves.  He actually does just that in the first reading 
from Ezekiel.  “Give me a break, Father, that is not who I am!”  Well, be patient, and allow the truth 
to sink in.  We are all “rebels who have rebelled against [God].”  How do we do that?  When we 
complain about life, grumble when situations do not go our way, or when we simply recognize that 
we do not love God above all things and fail to put the Almighty first in everything.  Let us recall 
how we begin every Mass with the Penitential Act: “I confess to almighty God and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous 
fault”.  (Or are these just words that we parrot without truly knowing our reality of being sinners?)  
When I merely reflect on what my mother said about me, playing her role as “prophet” (and all the 
baptized share in that role by virtue of baptism!), it does take time to accept the truth.  The good 
news about this is that it is an event, a reality that took place which I cannot deny, and yet it can 
have the power to work on my heart and soul and begin to transform my hardened heart if I accept 
the truth.  It can move me to repent and then accept that “a prophet has been among [me]”.  He has 
called me back to God, who loves me and desires to cure me and give me the gift of faith!  Conver-
sion takes time, it is also ongoing as our lives tend to slip away from God.  We are blessed to be able 
to hear that God does not give up on us, even if we are a “rebellious house”.  Prophets are a great 
gift!  We are all called to live our baptismal call, sharing in the three-fold functions of Jesus Christ 
as priest, prophet and king.  “Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his mercy” because we, 
like St. Paul, accept our weakness, our sinfulness, our rebellion, and begging his mercy, receive “the 
power of Christ”, which is forgiveness for our sins and strength in the Holy Spirit!  I have begun to 
understand what it means to abandon myself to God because He does not reject anyone who turns to 
Him, who converts, who stops “kicking against the goad”, and discovers life, love, and freedom!  
The freedom to be a child of God!!! 
 

God Love You!!!              Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 

 
New Coordinator of Religious Education 

 
We welcome Brittany Boubin as our new Coordinator of Religious Education.  We thank Courtney 
Taylor for her service as interim Coordinator of Religious Education.  Brittany may be contacted at 
the same e-mail that Courtney was using: rep@rep-cyo.org 

 

 

TRY Formed.org!   
 

Our Parish subscription includes free studies, mov-

ies, books, and kids materials.  Go to 

www.formed.org to login or create your  

 account now!  Our parish code is 9e4112. 

Prayers recited at end of mass: 

 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 

Word of God 

That all the baptized heed the Gos-

pel call to turn from sin and change 

their lives, let us pray to the Lord- 

 

That national and local representa-

tives root out unjust labor practices, 

let us pray to the Lord- 

 

That print and broadcast journalists 

seek truth and disseminate it respon-

sibly, we pray to the Lord- 

 

That children in the woman grow in 

health and safety and leap for joy, 

like John the Baptist; let us pray to the 

Lord- 

 

That all who gather at this eucharist 

feast be reconciled with one another 

in God’s boundless grace, let us prqy 

to the Lord- 

 
Word of God ————-     Isiaiah 35:4 

 
 

 

Say to those whose hearts are frightened:/ 

Be strong, fear not!/ Here is your God,/He 

comes with vindication;? With divine rec-

ompense/ he comes to save you. 

 

Fear not, I am with you:/ be not dismayed;  

I am your God./I will strengthen you, and 

help you, and help you,/ and uphold you 

with my right hand f justice (Is 41:10) 

 

 

 
 

Ryan Hermanstorfer, Kyle Gillen, Connie Heim, Leon-

ard (Cal) Jeno, Keith Maas, Mary Jean Malecha, Tim 

Amberg, Kenneth McCarthy, Jean Gillis, Ron Maas & 

Zackery Moreau 

 

A letter sent to Father Jim from the Executive Director 
of Catholic Charities: 
 
Dear Fr. Starasinich, 
 
Thank you to you and your parish for your generous support 
of our Mother’s Day Appeal. With your gifts we can help 
others in need. 
 
We appreciate your donations. 
 
Shanna F. Harris,  
Executive Director of Catholic Charities, 
Southern Minnesota 

St. Vincent de Paul Meeting Canceled—Monday. July 5th 
 

This meeting has been canceled in observance of Independ-
ence Day. We continue to appreciate all those who volunteer 

their time helping out with this cause.  

Prayer for Priests: 

 
(Dedicated to Fr. Jim for all he does for our par-

ish community) 
 

O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear our humble pray-

ers on behalf of your priests.  Give them a deep 

faith, a bright and firm hope and a burning love 

which will ever increase in the course of their priestly 

life. 
 

In their loneliness, comfort them.  In their sorrows, 

strengthen them.  In their frustrations, point out to 

them that it is through suffering that the soul is puri-

fied, and show them that they are needed by the 

Church; they are needed by souls; they are needed 

for the work of redemption.  Amen. 

mailto:rep@rep-cyo.org
http://www.formed.org


 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers 7/10/21 - 7/ 11/21 

 
 

Saturday - 4:00pm 
 

EMs – Vickie Skala,  RoseAnn Rypka 

Lector – Linda Strand 

Sacristan – Julio Letona 

Ushers – Scott & Sue Yentsch 
  

Sunday - 8:00am 

EMs – Linda Huffington,  Martha Kearin 

Lector – Mark Cashman 

Sacristan – Rita Good Nature 

Ushers – Mark Kearin, Ray Willmott 
  

Sunday - 10:00am  

EMs – Lee & Ellyn Jardine 

Lector – Tim Rice 

Sacristan – Ruth Broumley 

Ushers – Gary Hawkins, Brad Fischer 

 

Subs: Pat Rose, Nancy Janke, Bridget Kaus-

ner & Deb McManimon 

 

***PLEASE WELCOME BACK OUR RETURNING 

VOLUNTEERS. WE APPRECIATE YOUR WILL-

INGNESS TO HELP US OUT AGAIN!! 

Sacred Heart Cemetery: Catholic 

Cemetery for the parishes of Sacred 

Heart and St. Joseph. 
 

Questions or concerns regarding 

the cemetery?   Please call either parish office:  

St. Joseph 451-4845 or Sacred Heart 451-1588. 

Liturgical Ministers: Now that we have opened 

the Church up for increased attendance, please 

c o n ta c t  t h e  p a r i s h  o f f i c par i sh o f -

fice@stjosephowatonna.org or at 507-451-4845 if 

you are willing and able to return to your ministry 

role.   

 

Summer Retreat 
 

The Power of Spiritual 

 Friendship:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being a friend of Christ and others in a hostile 

age 
 

West Retreat: August 13-15,  
 

Shalom Hill 

Retreat Center near Windom 
 

Co-leaders: Fr. Jonathon Fasnacht & Deb McManimon 

$110 for 2 nights room, meals and talks  

($55 for commuters) 
 

Time for prayer Mass, song, adoration, discussion 

& renewal.  
 

Register with Rosalie Beyer at rbeyer@dowr.org, Two 

weeks ahead. Pay at event. Questions: 

Susan Windley-Daoust (swindley@dowr.org) 

Litomysl 

 

Summer Festival 
Sunday, July 25th 

 
 

Holy Trinity Church Grounds 
 

Polka Mass at 10am 

Festival from 11am-3pm 
 

Games, food booths, live music,  
filled biscuits, silent auction, 
Country & Used-a-Bit Stores  

 

(www.litomysl.webs.com) 

 

 

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions  

 

July 4 – 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time: 
 
 

In today’s Gospel the people exclaim: “What 
mighty deeds are wrought by his hands!” Be-
cause of your gift to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, many “mighty deeds” are accom-
plished for the poor.  

 

This week, please donate to Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, knowing that through your kind-
ness, someone who is suffering will be touched 
by God in a miraculous way.   
 

We served 86 take-out meals this past week to 
those looking for a hot meal. Call SVdP at: (507) 
676-5508. 

Membership-We meet the 1st and 3rd Monday of 
each month at St. Joseph’s at 6:30 pm. If you 
would like further information on growing your 
spiritual life and serving those in need in our 
community.  

Please join us at a meeting or contact Deb McMani-
mon at dmcmanimon72@gmail.com. Our phone 
is (507)676-5508.      

A special heart-felt thank you to Betty Hager for all of her years dedicated to managing ‘The Martha’s”. This 

Monday, July 5, 2021 Weekday; St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; USA: St. Elizabeth of Portugal  

Gn 28: 10-22a/Mt 9:18-26 (383)  

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, July 6, 2021 Weekday; St. Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr  

Gn 32: 23-33/Mt 9: 32-38 (384) 

No Mass 
 

Wednesday, July 7, 2021, Weekday 

Gn 41: 55-57; 42: 5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10: 1-7 (385)  

No Mass 
 

Thursday, July 8, 2021, Weekday  

Gn 44: 18-21, 23b-29; 45; 1-5/Mt 10: 7-15 (386) 

No Mass 
 

Friday, July 9, 2021, Weekday: St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

Gn 46: 1-7, 28-30/Mt 10: 16-23 (387) 

No Mass 
 

 

Saturday, July10, 2021, Weekday: BVM 

Gn 49:22-32; 50: 15-26a/Mt 10: 24-33 (388) 

8am Mass ,Joan Driessen (ţ) 
 

Sunday, July 11, 2021: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Am 7: 12-15, Eph 1 3:-14 or 1 :3-10, Mk 6: 7-13 (104) 
 

7/10/21 4:00pm Mass, Ray Pirkl (ţ) 

                  7/11/21 8:00am Mass, John Han Nguyen (ţ) 

    7/11/21 10:00am Mass, Parishioners  
 

**NOTE: Parish office will be closed on Monday, July 5th in observance of Independence Day. 
 

Parish Staff 
 
 

Pastor– Fr. James Starasinich 
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
 

Administrator– Al Christenson 
apchristenson@stjosephoewatonna.org 
 
Parish Office– Meghan McLain 
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Bookkeeping-Teresa Klecker 
Teresa@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Liturgical Music Director– Carol Hodapp 
ccarolhodapp@gmail.com 
 
REP/CYO Coordinator– Brittany Boubin 
re@rep-cyo.org 
Maintenance– Dave Oman 
 
 

Parish Website– www.stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Facebook– https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/ 



 

 

Head Cook--30-35 hours/week during the school year

--St. Mary’s School, Owatonna, MN 
 

St. Mary’s is seeking a Head Cook, preferably of the Catholic 

faith, for the 2021-2022 school year. The Head Cook will direct 

and assist with planning, food prep and safe-food handling 

procedures.  Position includes: 
 

• Follow federal, state and local regulations. 

• Direct daily set-up and clean-up procedures 

• Maintain inventory, order food, and approve bills 

• Train and schedule food service staff and substitutes 

• Additional duties as assigned. 
 

Requires the ability to follow oral and written instructions and  

the ability to safely lift up to 40 lbs. Consistent, reliable attend-

ance is required. Candidate must support the school’s mis-

sion and philosophy, and have the desire to help the children 

grow in mind, body, and spirit through Catholic values.   

Please send a cover letter, resume, and three letters of rec-

ommendation to Jen Swanson, Principal 

(jswanson@stmarys-owatonna.org).  Position 

open until filled. 

 

Peter’s Pence, July 4th 
 

The Peter’s Pence Collection enable the Holy Father 
to respond with emergency financial assistance to re-

quests to aid the neediest throughout the world—those 
who suffer as a result of war, oppression, and natural 
disasters. It likewise provides the faithful with a tan-
gible opportunity to not only empower the weak, de-
fenseless ,and voiceless, but also sustain those who 

suffer. 
 

Thank you to those who have already generously con-
tributed to this special collection. If you are still inter-

ested in donating, envelopes are still available.  

Help Support St. Joseph Parish 
 

If you, or someone you know, owns a 
business, please consider placing a 

business ad in our parish bulletin. Your 
purchase of an ad in our bulletin helps 
defray publishing costs and is an excel-

lent advertisement resource for you.  
 

The St. Joseph Parish bulletin is distrib-
uted to our parishioners and guests week-
ly and also posted to our parish website, 
www.stjosephowatonna.org. (Which av-

erages over 1500 views per month!) 
 

If interested, please contact the St.  
Joseph Parish Office at 507-451-4845 or 

parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org. 
 
 

Also, a big thank you to our current bul-
letin advertisers! 

For more information see: https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/
obolo_spietro/documents/actual_en.html and http://www.peterspence.va/en.html  

 

 

Prayer 
To you I lift up my eyes, 

To you I turn in times of trouble and doubt. 
 

Pour your grace into my heart 
To illuminate the things I do not understand and long to know. 

Sunday Reflection: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Bringing Glad Tidings  with an Open Heart 

Written by Allison Gingras 

Ezekiel 2: 2-5 
2 Corinthians 12: 7-10 
Mark 6: 1-6 

Could you be described as “hard of face and obstinate of heart” (Ezekiel 2:4), particularly in matters of 
faith? What aspects of the Catholic faith have you yet to embrace with an open heart? Do you question 
God’s plan of sheer goodness (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1) for you, a loved one, or the world? 
In Mass, do you believe what you cannot see, as you witness ordinary bread and wine become the Body 
and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ? Does the Word of God dwell in you richly? When people spend 
time with you, do they “know that a prophet has been among them” (Ezekiel 2:5)?  
 

At Baptism, each of us receives an anointing with sacred chrism oil, at which time the priest or deacon 
prays these words, “As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a mem-
ber of his body, sharing everlasting life.” In our Baptism, we are called to “play [our part] in the mission 
of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the World” (CCC 897). Since today’s readings specif-
ically mention “prophet,” let’s take a little deeper look at what it means to live out our call to and share in 
Christ’s prophetic office.  

 

Christ establishes the lay faithful “as witnesses and provides them with the sense of the faith [sensus 
fidei] and the grace of the word” (CCC 904). His grace, as we learn from St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9, 
“is sufficient for you.” Even more incredible, it is our very www.4LPi.com 1 Ezekiel 2:2-5 2 Corinthians 
12:7-10 Mark 6:1-6weaknesses, those moments of doubt, uncertainty, and even troubles, that burst forth 
His astonishing power. Our witness is perfected by grace, especially when we are honest about our strug-
gles of faith but still willing to continue to seek His truth. Regardless of what we fail to understand, we 
still know Jesus is our Lord and Savior. If we could see and understand all, then what would be the pur-
pose of faith?  
 

Witnessing, is not always as easy as sharing what Jesus has done for us or our reason to believe. The 
most compelling witness comes from the things people see us do over the words we choose to speak. 
There can be a great difficulty for us to be an evangelizing disciple to our friends, family, or neighbors — 
possibly the very people we most wish to know the goodness of our God. There is some consolation 
knowing Jesus himself faced such difficulty, and to know he could be “amazed at [the] lack of faith” 
some people exhibit. He, however, did not give up, and neither should we.  
 

Instead of becoming discouraged or trying to force our desire for all to believe, perhaps this is when we 
pray that someone else will bring the Good News to those we cannot. Then use our energy to learn how 
to better lean on the grace of God to both grow stronger in our faith and to live out our call as Priest, 
Prophet, and King. To pray the Spirit of the Lord falls upon us so we may bring glad tidings to those will-
ing to have their obstinate hearts softened too. 
  
 

Allison Gingras  

mailto:jswanson@stmarys-owatonna.org

