
Fifteen and a half years ago God had a plan for me I was not aware 
of, a change of heart and attitude for me I was not expecting.  He 
opened my eyes to see that for years I had followed my own plans, 
uprooting wife and children to go where I wanted to go, to follow MY 
dreams.  He told me, “Listen to your wife.”, and, reluctantly, I did, and 
He placed us where we needed to be, here in Owatonna. 
 
Although we were now physically closer to our son and daughter and 
their families, I didn’t expect that we would be also a part of a much 
larger family – YOU.  You took in strangers and accepted them as one 
of your own.  The love you have shown us over the years is truly the 
love of family, and so you are to us.  And just as I have seen so many 
of the children of our parishes leave town for schools and places 
abroad, now once again Joann and I also must move on and say 
“Good bye, God bless.” 
 
Its been very easy for me to preach to you about the love God has for 
all His creation, because you all show that love of God for others.  I 
know that some of my homilies have made folks cringe a bit, especially 
when I might have sounded a little political or when I cheer on one of 
those East-coast teams over your local teams.  Go Giants!  To get the 
Word out, the Holy Spirit uses whatever tools He has available, even if 
it’s just a plain and simple speaker as myself. 
 
The Prophet Sirach was a pretty plain speaker.  He probably could 
have been a correspondent for Fox News reporting on the dismantling 
of America by those who only follow their own point of view.  These 
are without a doubt rough times in our country and around the world, 
but all our ills can’t be placed on the pandemic alone, although it has 
exacerbated many bad situations. 
 



“Wrath and anger are HATEFUL things, yet the SINNER hugs them 
TIGHT.”  How dark is the heart that has no room for God; no love 
except to do harm; no peace but to steal tranquility from others; no 
care for others, other than what they can get for themselves.  And we 
are to FORGIVE THEM THEIR TRESPASSES!  Seriously!! 
 
I am not God.  If I am attacked, I will defend myself.  If I am hurt, I 
will retaliate.  But forgive someone who has nothing but hate for me, 
how can I forgive?   
 
Jesus told us that the world “hated me before it hated you.” (JN 
15:18), and he still forgave them, from the cross.  What do we gain 
from vengeful retribution other than self-satisfaction, just so I can say, 
“I won”!  I’ve been involved in 3 world conflicts where I can say I’ve 
won 2 times, and lost once.  I’m happy with my career in the service 
of my country, but the world is STILL a mess.  What have I really won 
or lost? 
 
Even Jesus corrects Peter, AGAIN, by letting him know that 
forgiveness is a constant tool to bring the offender to a place of better 
and greater understanding of their faults.  That’s not to say that there 
can, and in most all cases will be, some necessary retribution, 
punishment, to reinforce that forgiveness.  We learn this in our 
childhood when we break the rules, and are admonished by our 
parents: “You hurt my trust in you”, and “I forgive you. Now go to 
your room”, as we are sent to bed early to ponder our crime.  Over 
time we learn right from wrong, and how we are loved in the 
forgiveness shown to us.   
 
Not ALL learn the lessen of forgiveness, as was the case of the evil 
servant.  An evil, sinful heart seeks only its own way and has no room 



for true forgiveness or true love.  These souls are NOT condemned by 
God, but condemn themselves to lasting reparation.   
 
True, I am not God, and I will always fall short of trying to be as loving 
and forgiving as He, but it is in our TRYING to be kind, forgiving, 
loving like Him that keeps our hearts set on His will.  As we seek 
forgiveness for our faults, we need to also remember to offer that 
same God-giving forgiveness to those who hurt us.  As long as we live, 
we remain imperfect.  That doesn’t mean we don’t continue to strive 
to be like that better person who gave his all that we might someday 
reach perfection with him in heaven.   
 
God bless, and farewell. 


