
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time 
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After the prophet Jeremiah delivers a strong word from God about the sins of the people, calling the 

people to conversion, then we hear the Lord say: “See!  I will restore the tents of Jacob, his dwellings I 

will pity; . . . I will make them not few, but many; they will not be tiny, for I will glorify them. . .  You 

shall be my people, and I will be your God.”  God will do everything for us, if we turn to Him and allow 

Him to do so!  Jesus came to save us, sent by the Father because, once again, it is God’s work to save us, 

not ours! The Pharisees do not understand this because they, too, think they are saving themselves by 

their own works and devotion to God.  As Jesus says, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted.”  Humility means to recognize that God created us and only God can “build 

up Zion again”, that is, restore us through His grace.  The Pharisees fail to give glory to God for the 

good that they do and they are quick to judge, especially Jesus.  Judgement always puts us outside of 

God because when we judge, we begin to play the role that only God should hold.  We are creatures, 

not the Creator. 

St. John Vianney spent his life for the salvation of the souls entrusted to his pastoral care.  He heard 

confessions every day for eleven hours during the winter and sixteen hours in the summer.  He died of 

exhaustion but at peace at the age of 74 in 1859.  He is the patron of priests and the parish clergy. 

St. John Vianney, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

  

 


