
Sunday, August 9, 2020 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and precede him to the other side.”  Then Jesus went to pray 

alone.  Prayer is important and it should be our guiding principle.  Elijah encounters God in “a tiny 

whispering sound.”  Prayer is not only our words in dialogue to God but also listening to God.  Silence is 

a crucial element in this process because noise prevents us from hearing.  Jesus needed that silence and 

Elijah experienced that important aspect of prayer.  Both Jesus and Elijah go to the mountain. How 

important it is for us to encounter God every Sunday, away from the loud world that surrounds us.  The 

place of worship is quiet and we come to listen, because “faith comes from what is heard, and what is 

heard comes from the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  Peter and the disciples were challenged by Jesus, 

who “made them get into a boat” that would encounter the storm.  Storms in life – the difficulties and 

trials we all face – are necessary, for they are challenges we all will encounter as we go through life.  They 

can shape and form us for better or for worse.  Jesus leads us by example.  A life that gives prayer priority 

is a life that handles the challenges of life with that extra “hand” that reaches out to us.  Jesus’ outstretched 

hand is here for us, ready to help us in our time of need.  He stretched out His arms on the Cross to save 

everyone!  Don’t be afraid to “cry out” (pray) and allow Jesus to take your hand.  “Reach out your hand 

from on high; deliver me from the many waters” (Psalm 144:7).  It is indeed the powerful hand of God! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 

 


