
Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Salvation is for everyone is today’s theme.  We are not given a special place of automatic salvation just 

because we have been baptized.  The Hebrew people were chosen by God to be “a people peculiarly his 

own” (Deuteronomy 14:2).  How often God called them to ongoing conversion!  It is the same with us.  In 

our weakness, we go astray from God’s ways and need a word to get us back on track.  Today, Jesus 

discovers faith in a pagan woman and highly commends her for it, despite His own rather rude behavior 

toward her.  She never gave up but persisted in her plea to Jesus for her daughter.  Another time, Jesus is 

impressed with the faith of a pagan, a Roman centurion, of whom he remarks, “Amen, I say to you, in no 

one in Israel have I found such faith” (Matthew 8:10).  We prayed in the opening prayer, “O God, who 

have prepared for those who love you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the 

warmth of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may attain your promises, 

which surpass every human desire.”  Loving God even when times are difficult and when we also feel 

ignored and shunned by God is “loving [Him] in all things and above all things” because we have FAITH 

that “we may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire.”  May we be as persistent in our 

prayers for others in need as the Canaanite woman was because loving God above all things is faith: Jesus, 

I trust in you!  Praying for others is love of neighbor.  We see the two great commandments fulfilled in 

this pagan woman.  Sometimes it takes others whom we least expect to teach us a very important lesson 

about faith, hope and love. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


