
Monday, August 17, 2020 

Monday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

It seems a rather strange way to pray today’s psalm, responding, “You have forgotten the God who gave 

you birth.”  Moments before we heard the last line of the reading from the prophet Ezekiel, “You shall 

not mourn or weep, but you shall rot away because of your sins and groan one to another.”  Where is the 

hope in these words?  To top things off, we hear in the Gospel of a young man who has observed the 

commandments and he asks Jesus, “What do I still lack?”  It is a good and sincere question.  Jesus 

responds, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 

in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  The Gospel concludes also on the down side: “When the young man 

heard this statement, he went away sad, for he had many possessions.”  Where do we find the Good News 

for today?  First, the fact that we are enlightened to the truth that we can easily fall away from God’s ways 

and from the Good Lord.  Jesus came to bring mercy and mercy can only be experienced if a person 

recognizes the truth about sin that really makes us “rot away”.  Recognizing the truth that sometimes we 

“have forgotten the God who gave [us] birth” is important to help us recalculate the direction of our lives.  

Perhaps the young man pondered Jesus’ words and after some time acted upon them, doing as Jesus said.  

We will never know because the Gospels do not say any more.  However, they are words for us today.  

Happiness does not come from possessions and the greatest of all possessions that each of us has is our 

will.  Following Jesus is to do the will of another.  Jesus taught us to pray to “Our Father” and that “Thy 

will be done”.  Jesus did the will of His Father and saved the world.  Our salvation comes from Jesus, who 

invites us to follow Him.  True happiness and joy come from the Author of Love, who is God.  Jesus is the 

Way to the Father. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


