
Friday, August 14, 2020 

Friday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest, Martyr 
 

He believed “the Church was entering upon a Marian era” when he founded the Militia of the Immaculata 

in 1917, the same year that Mary appeared to the children at Fatima, Portugal.  Baptized Raymond, Kolbe 

was born in 1894 in Poland and at the age of ten received a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary presenting 

him with two crowns, one white (purity)and one red (martyrdom).  He was told to choose and he chose 

both.  He would live his life, fulfilling those crowns by his life’s work and action.  He founded a City of 

the Immaculate in both Poland and Japan, where he sought to evangelize through the media of his day: 

newspapers, pamphlets, film and radio.  He returned from Japan to Poland in 1936 as the Gestapo were 

turning his City of the Immaculate into a concentration camp.  He was arrested in 1941 and died on this 

day, August 14 – the eve of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – in 1941.  This happened in the 

Auschwitz concentration camp, when nine prisoners were chosen to be put to death in punishment for 

one who had escaped the camp.  Maximilian stepped forward to take the place of a married man who 

would live and be present at his canonization by Pope St. John Paul II in 1982.  Four years later, after the 

atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945, a Japanese X-ray technician, Takashi Nagai, 

who knew Fr. Kolbe, prayed to him as he suffered from radiation poisoning resulting from the explosion.  

He had no idea that Fr. Kolbe perished in 1941 in the concentration camp of Auschwitz but something 

moved him to seek out his intercession.  Takashi’s cause for canonization is currently being pursued. 

Below photos of today’s saint and Takashi Nagai and his children. 

Saints Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


