
“You DUPED me, O Lord.”   
 
Jeremiah’s words from today’s first reading can be telling in light 
of how the Apostles may have felt when Jesus tells them how he 
will be treated when he returns to Jerusalem.  Jeremiah is doing 
the work of the Lord, warning the Hebrews to turn back to God, 
to abandon the worship and practices to the foreign gods which 
have crept into their society.   
 
He preaches doom and gloom for all the people if they do not 
heed what the Lord has commanded him to speak.  And for all his 
efforts he HIMSELF receives nothing but the ridicule and hatred 
of all those his words reach.  Jeremiah has reached a point of 
frustration with God and no longer wants to do His will. 
 
Peter, on hearing the discouraging words from Jesus about HIS 
impending doom, criticizes Jesus that this must not, cannot 
happen.  And when Peter is chastised by Jesus, what must have 
gone thru his mind.  “Have I been DUPED by the teacher?” 
 
What about us, do we ever feel duped, tricked, drawn in by a 
scam artist, sold a bucket of worms?  People are trusting of 
others, why would they lie to me.  It’s our NATURE to believe 
what others tell us, and I believe we do it, trust others, to a fault. 
 
After a while we can tend to be jaded about the “good things”, 
the promises, we are told of, until we look back at the good 
things, the promises, that didn’t come to fruition.  At that point 
we close our ears and turn away, looking for a new story that we 
can believe, trust in.  Until we are taken for another ride. 
 
One thing we can do is pay closer attention to the actions, rather 
than the words, of individuals.  Do their ACTIONS follow or 



support their words?  Jeremiah couldn’t walk away from God 
because God had shown him the truth of His words and kept him 
from harm.  Peter knew in his heart that Jesus had to be trusted 
because Jesus LIVED what he preached.  Jesus IS love because 
he lived love in deed and word with all he came in contact. 
 
Did Jeremiah and Peter both have a falling out with God?  Did 
they have a dark time of the heart because of some despair they 
were having?  Do WE ever turn from God and tell Him “I’m 
done!”, only to feel a deep burning in our hearts letting us know 
that God is with us, STILL.   
 
What do WE have in common with Jeremiah and Peter?  We are 
all human, and subject to our human condition, and we “do NOT 
think like God thinks, but as human beings do.”.  As Catholics, we 
also believe that God is with us, through our current trying times 
as well as our triumphant times.  We may feel like giving up on 
God, but be assured, HE does not give up on us. 
 
So, to be nearer to Christ we are each called to take up his OWN 
cross and follow him, always aware that, in Christ, we never carry 
our cross alone. 

 
God bless.      Deacon Pat Fagan 


