
Tuesday, July 14, 2020 

Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
 

One of my favorite pilgrimage destinations in October when I was out east was to the North American 
Martyrs Shrine in Auriesville, New York and the Shrine of St. Kateri Tekakwitha in Fonda, New York 
(about four miles northwest of Auriesville).  St. Kateri was born in the village of Ossernenon (today called 
Aurieville) where Saints Isaac Jogues, Jean Lalande and René Goupil were martyred. (“The adage, ‘The 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church’ has a literal meaning here.”  Go to: 
https://www.ourladyofmartyrsshrine.org/story-of-the-martyrs for more information on this quote.) 
Kateri’s life was filled with physical suffering in her youth (smallpox, which left her face pockmarked and 

some loss of eyesight) and upon her conversion to Christianity mistreatment from others.  It is her death, 

recorded by Father Pierre Cholenec, SJ, who was at her side when she passed to the Lord, that something 

extraordinary happened.  These are his words: “But this face, thus emaciated and marked, changed all at 

once, about a quarter of an hour after her death; and it became in an instant so beautiful and so fair that, 

having perceived it at once (for I was in prayer near her), I gave a great cry, so much was I seized with 

astonishment, and I had the Father called, who was working on the repository for Thursday morning. He 

ran to see it at once, and with him all the Indians, at the news of this prodigy, which we had leisure to 

contemplate until her burial. I must admit frankly that the first thought which came to me was that 

Catherine [i.e., Kateri] might have indeed entered at that moment into heaven, and that on her virginal 

body was reflected in advance a small ray of the glory which was dawning on her soul!”  She was only 24. 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
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