
Thursday, July 30, 2020 

Thursday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
 

Today’s saint was bishop in one of the important cities of the Roman Empire during the first half of the 

fifth century.  Everyone knows Rome, of course, and then Constantinople in the East but Ravenna often 

gets overlooked.  Ravenna, located in northern Italy very near the Adriatic coast, was the capital city of 

the Roman Empire while Peter Chrysologus was bishop.  He is called “Chrysologus” which means “golden 

word” or “of golden speech” because he was a very gifted preacher.  We have 170 of his homilies that have 

come down to us and these “golden words” moved Pope Benedict XIII to declare Peter a Doctor of the 

Church in 1729. 

May we allow God to form us, as we hear today in Jeremiah: “Indeed, like clay in the hand of the potter, 

so are you in my hand, house of Israel.”  The Psalm encourages us further: “Blessed he whose help is the 

God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord, his God.  Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in 

them.”  And Jesus speaks about the Kingdom of heaven likened to “a net thrown into the sea, which 

collects fish of every kind.”  And Peter Chrysologus spoke well of the net: “Hence, [Jesus] sent fishers 

forth with nets woven of the precepts of the Law and of the Gospel, hemmed with counsels, expanded 

with gifts of virtues and with grace, fit to gather an unceasing catch into the shelter of the Gospel.  Now, 

brethren, right now is the time of this catch.  Christ’s nets are being drawn through the tribes and nations.  

Throughout the whole world they are bringing in teeming catches, without discrimination.”  (Peter 

Chrysologus quoted from this month’s Magnificat, pages 409-10.)  Below, mosaic of the saint. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 


