
Thursday, July 2, 2020 

Thursday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

On June 30, Pope Francis encouraged the Catholic Press Association (CPA) from the USA with the 

following excerpt: “E pluribus unum – the ideal of unity amid diversity, reflected in the motto of the 

United States, must also inspire the service you offer to the common good. How urgently is this needed 

today, in an age marked by conflicts and polarization from which the Catholic community itself is not 

immune. We need media capable of building bridges, defending life, and breaking down the walls, visible 

and invisible, that prevent sincere dialogue and truthful communication between individuals and 

communities. We need media that can help people, especially the young, to distinguish good from evil, 

to develop sound judgments based on a clear and unbiased presentation of the facts, and to understand 

the importance of working for justice, social concord, and respect for our common home. We need men 

and women of conviction who protect communication from all that would distort it or bend it to other 

purposes.” 

In todays’ readings, both the prophet Amos and Jesus are ridiculed.  Both came to communicate God’s 

message of love, which calls all of us to ongoing conversion.  That is a real truth, if we are honest with 

ourselves, that we are sinners who can fall from God’s grace at any moment.  The beauty of Christianity, 

if lived according to God’s grace, is that we are merciful like Jesus.  The pride of King Jeroboam and the 

pride of the scribes gets in the way of God’s plan.  May we be aware of the pride that lurks in our hearts 

and ask God to replace that capital sin (as we confess it) with the holy humility of Jesus. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
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