
Saturday, July 18, 2020 

Saturday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest; BVM on Saturday 
 

Today’s saint came from a noble family who entered military life to fight against the Moors in Spain after 

military service in Venice in the 16th century.  He lived a corrupt life, addicted to gambling and hanging 

out with the wrong crowd.  He saw the sad conditions of St. James hospital in Rome when he was a patient 

there, especially how poorly the patients were cared for and treated.  When his life changed by God’s 

grace through the ministry of a Capuchin friar, Camillus quit gambling and sought to enter the 

Capuchins.  Due to a bad leg, he was not accepted but he met St. Philip Neri, who became his confessor 

and encouraged him in a life dedicated to Christ and the Church.  He was ordained a priest at 34 and the 

Holy Spirit guided him to found a ministry to the sick in 1582.  His society, known as the Clerks Regular 

but now as the Camillians [M.I.], opened hospitals and served the sick even among the military, thus 

becoming the first “M*A*S*H” unit in history.  Camillus died in 1614 and was canonized in 1746. 

Camillus saw Jesus in his patients; and like Jesus, who in today’s Gospel “cured them all”, Camillus knew 

suffering from his own life and was saved by the Lord Jesus.  His compassion was Christ’s: “A bruised reed 

he will not break, a smoldering wick he will not quench”.  We are all bruised reeds, wounded by sin, and 

whom the devil wants to snuff out the flame of faith given to us at baptism.  Jesus heals through 

forgiveness of sins and reignites our smoldering wick by giving us the Holy Spirit. 

St. Camillus de Lellis, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 


