
Today’s gospel can be very hard on us, if we take each line OUT of 
context, rather than keeping in mind the WHOLE context of what Jesus is 
saying.  I shouldn’t have to say this, but taking what one says out of 
context seems to be a favorite game with those who like to twist and spin 
words in order to build false narratives. 
 
Jesus would be the last person on earth to disregard the fourth 
commandment, “honor your father and your mother.”  Better yet, he 
CAN’T disregard it or he would be the biggest hypocrite the world had 
ever known. 
 
Yet here we have him saying, “Whoever loves father and mother is not 
worthy of me.”  “Whoever loves son and daughter”, “whoever does not 
take up their cross”, whoever loves his own life, none of these are worthy 
of me.  Something’s missing!  It doesn’t take much to misconstrue the real 
meaning of what one says. 
 
Jesus in fact is NOT telling us not to love, but to love as HE LOVES, and if 
we love as he loves, then WE will be worthy of him, the Son of God.  If we 
love him as he loves God the Father, then we are worthy of him and his 
love.  If we are humble before others as HE is humble, then we are worthy 
of him.   
 
If we pay attention to the words of God, given thru His prophets, and heed 
the words and actions of a righteous man, we will be worthy of him and 
receive our just reward.  And when we care for others simply because we 
see them as children of God, we “will surely not lose (our) reward.” 
 
Just as the Ten Commandments were laid out with the first three directing 
us to show love and devotion to God, followed by the next seven showing 
how we should respond to one another, Jesus is telling us that God 
comes first and foremost in our lives, for with Him, thru Him, and in Him 
we have everything we need for everlasting happiness.  And without Him, 
we are nothing, we are worthless.   
 
If this makes you feel sad or even upset to listen to, IT SHOULD.  I feel 
horrible myself in saying this, mainly because I know at many times in my 
life I have put thoughts of God not first in my mind and attitude, not 



second or even third in my thoughts, but have eliminated Him entirely 
because I felt He was getting IN MY WAY for living the life I wanted to 
live.  Only by the grace of God did I not die at any of those particular 
moments in my life, lest I be doomed forever.   
 
Jesus did more for us than we can ever be more than thankful for – he 
DIED for US.  By his own example he showed and told us how to live, how 
to care, and how to be worthy.  He was baptized, not because he had to 
be cleaned, but because WE had to be cleaned, cleaned of our natural sin, 
original sin, the curse of death.  He showed that death itself, our spiritual 
and moral death, can be defeated if we remain IN HIM, if we keep Jesus 
foremost in our minds and hearts.   
 
And when we keep Jesus in sight, all others - father, mother, brother and 
sister - are easily loved as well and kept dear to our hearts.  Tasks and 
burdens become more manageable, as our daily cross is shared with Jesus, 
simply because he is near to us.   
 
There are times in our lives when the desire of the heart is known to only a 
very special few and God Himself, as was the woman of influence in the 
first reading.  In the kindness of her heart she offered to Elisha what he 
did not ask for, a place of rest.  And by his closeness to God he offered to 
her some good news which she herself did not ask for, to have a son of 
her own.  God knows for what our hearts are asking.  In remaining close to 
Him, thru His Son Jesus, may we receive every good grace to live lives of 
holiness and wonder, that others may see God working thru us. 

 


