
Friday, July 31, 2020 

Friday of the Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
 

Founder of the Jesuits, Ignatius served in the military in Spain and was inspired by reading the life of 

Christ and the lives of the saints while recuperating from a serious leg injury he received in combat.  He 

and his followers brought great renewal to the Church when the Church was in need of that very renewal.  

Always, God inspires individuals, like the prophet Jeremiah in today’s first reading, to lead people back 

to the ways of God.  Those who are called to do this, and then Jesus Himself in todays’ Gospel, find that 

it is not an easy task.  The prophets are treated poorly and Jesus receives the same treatment from his 

hometown residents.  How do you and I receive those around us, or those in the Church today, who have 

a zeal to make God’s love known in our times?  Do we remain complacent, believing that our lives are 

fine and we have no need of renewal ourselves?  I am always moved by Gamaliel, who we hear about in 

the Acts of the Apostles.  When asked about the early followers of Jesus, he responded: “. . . For if this 

endeavor or this activity is of human origin, it will destroy itself.  But if it comes from God, you will not 

be able to destroy them; you may even find yourselves fighting against God” (Acts 5:38-39).  Many of the 

religious orders throughout the history of the Church, including today’s charisms, have found lack of 

acceptance, even when they humbly submitted to the Holy See for affirmation and blessings of their 

apostolate.  Ignatius sought discernment in all matters, wanting to do only God’s will.  He often prayed 

for persecution, because he discovered that this was the Way of Jesus, through the Cross.  Persecution 

comes not just from outside the Church.  We need only to look at the prophets and see the truth of the 

pain that comes from within.  With Ignatius, may we, too, do all for the “greater glory of God” (ad 

maiorum Dei gloriam)! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 


