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The Most Holy Trinity  

 

June 7, 2020 

 

St. Joseph Parish Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:  9am - 4pm  

Friday:  9am - 3pm  

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org     

It is fitting that after Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity since the sending of 

the Holy Spirit brings us the presence the Holy Trinity. It is about the love of the Triune God who desires that we 

be united and that this grace unites us with our neighbor. Love and unity is what Jesus prayed we would have 

so that we would be a sign – a true Sacrament – for others to see and experience. It is meant to be shared 

and never selfishly kept, as if this gift was given only for the privileged.  No, God desires “Holy Communion” 

with everyone! The heavenly Father respects our freedom and offers this gift, waiting patiently for all of us to 

respond to this heavenly offer. As we continue to live through these frustrating times, may we do our part to 

share the love given us freely with those around us.   
 

God Love You!!!    Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on “Triune Love” 
God is three, and God is one: he is not eternal solitude but the eter-

nal love that is the basis of the relationships between the three Persons and 
the foundation of all being and life. The unity that this love creates — the 
Trinitarian unity — is a higher unity of the building blocks of matter that 
are indivisible on their lowest level. There is nothing rigid in the highest unity: it is love. The most beauti-
ful picture of this mystery was given us by Andrei Rublev in the fifteenth century in his celebrated icon of 
the Trinity. It does not portray the eternal mystery of God in his own self, for who would dare do that? It 
shows this mystery mirrored in a historical event, the visit of three men to Abraham near the oak of Mamre 
(Gen. 18:1-33). Abraham soon realizes that these are not ordinary men and that in them God himself is visit-
ing him. Even in the Old Testament text, the number three forms a mysterious bridge into the oneness of 
God: there are three of them, in whom Abraham adores the One, and this enabled Christians to see this 
narrative as a mirror of the Trinity from an early date. Rublev’s icon makes the many dimensions of the 
mysterious event wonderfully clear but preserves its mysterious character while doing so. 
 I should like to mention only one trait in this rich icon, namely, the surroundings of the event, 
which also help express the mystery of the Persons. First, we see the oaks of Mamre, which Rublev gathers 
into one single tree, which now portrays the tree of life — the tree of life that consists in nothing other 
than the triune love that created the world, sustains it and redeems it, and is the source of all life. Then we 
see the tent, Abraham’s house, which reminds us of John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and dwelt [set up 
his tent] among us….” The body of the incarnate God has itself become the tent, the house, in which God 
dwells and in which God becomes our dwelling, our resting place. Lastly, we see Abraham’s gift: the “calf, 
tender and good” of Genesis is replaced here by the chalice, the sign of the Eucharist, the sign of that gift in 
which God bestows himself: “Love, sacrifice, immolation precede the act of the creation of the world, and 
are the source of this act” (P. Evdokimov). The tree — the tent — the chalice. They show us the mystery of 
God; they allow us as it were to look into his heart, into the triune love. It is this God that we celebrate. It is 
this God that we rejoice. He is the true hope of the world. Amen.  (Taken from the Epilogue of the book, 
Values in a Time of Upheaval, pages 165-167.)  

 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH AND OFFICE CLOSED 

THROUGH JUNE 19TH  
 

NO MASSES JUNE 6-7 OR 13-14 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I just learned this morning that I have tested positive for 
COVID-19. (6/5/20)  I am doing fine currently, so thank you for 
your good prayers.  The parish office and the church will be 
closed for the next two weeks as a precautionary measure.  
Please remember that we are still dispensed from the obliga-
tion for Sunday Mass and have been asked to attend only our 
respective parish.  Please take this notification in faith and I 
hope to be celebrating public Mass in two weeks. 

God Love You!    Fr. Jim Starasinich 

mailto:teresak@stjosephowatonna.org
http://www.stjosephowatonna.org


 

 

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions 
Monday, June 8, 2020  Weekday (Tenth Week in Ordinary Time); 1 Kgs 17:1-6/Mt 5:1-12  No Mass    
 

Tuesday, June 9, 2020  Weekday; Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the Church; 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Mt 5:13-16  
No Mass    
 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020  Weekday; 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Mt 5:17-19   No Mass    
 

Thursday, June 11, 2020  Saint Barnabas, Apostle; Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Mt 5:20-26  No Mass     
 

Friday, June 12, 2020  Weekday; 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Mt 5:27-32   No Mass   
 

Saturday, June 13, 2020  Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the Church;1 Kgs 19:19-21/Mt 5:33-37  
No Mass     
   

Sunday, June 14, 2020  The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)  

Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58   No Masses 

  Paul Irwin 

  29 May 2020 
 

   May his soul and the souls of all the  

faithful departed rest in peace. 

 

REP/CYO News 

 

June 7:  Most Holy Trinity 

 

As we celebrate the mystery of the Trinity 

we also realize the mystery of how much 

God loves and cares for us each day. By believing  

this, our lives can overflow in thanksgiving & praise. 
 

Your donation to St. Vincent de Paul will help the 

poor believe in the mystery of God’s love for them. 
 

Membership- For more  information, contact Deb 

McManimon at 507-676-5508 or dmcmanimon-

72@gmail.com. 

Living Well with Chronic Pain 
 

The Active Aging Programs, of Catholic Charities of Southern 

Minnesota, is now offering an online Living Well with Chronic 

Pain workshop series.  Living Well with Chronic Pain is a free six-

week workshop designed for individuals experiencing symp-

toms related to ongoing pain conditions. 
 

Living Well with Chronic Pain will be provided via Zoom video-

conference and will begin Tuesday June 16, 2020 from 1:00 

p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Classes will be held for 6 consecutive Tues-

days through July 21st.  Register by June 10th.  
 

To register or for more information, you may contact Michael 

Maas by phone at (507) 450-1518 or by email at 

mmaas@ccsomn.org.  

 
 

 

VBS Update: After many conversations & much 

deliberation, we have decided to CANCEL our 
summer Vacation Bible School program sched-

uled for July 27-30th, 2020.  Please know that 

this decision was very difficult. We love VBS, and 

think it is the best week of summer, however, 

with the uncertainties of the COVID-19 pan-

demic, we know it is the best decision.  

 

Prayer from Pope Francis 

asking for Mary’s intercession 

 in this pandemic:  
 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 

salvation and hope.  

 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 

 

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith.  

 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.  

 

We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at 

Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this 

moment of trial. 

  

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to 

the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took 

our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring 

us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 

  

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God. Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 

– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 

Virgin.  

March 11th, 2020  

KCs to Conduct Flag Retirement - June 13 
 

The Fourth Degree -- Knights of Columbus will be conduct-

ing a worn & tattered flag turn in on Sat. June 13.  These re-

tired flags will be disposed of in a respectful, proper manner. 
 

Collection Point: 121 West Main – just west of the Fire Station. 

       Drive-thru drop off – watch for the sign. 
 

Collection Hours:  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Besides receiving the flags to be retired, Sir Knights will be 

distributing pamphlets explaining proper flag etiquette and 

will have replacement flags for sale at a reasonable cost. 
 

If you have a flag you would like retired & can’t  

drop it off please call Tim Rice at 456-7480 to  

arrange for it to be picked up. 
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