Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich
Pastoral Associate - Dcn. Pat Fagan

13th Sunday in Ordinary
Time - June 28, 2020

512 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060
Phone: (507) 451-4845
Fax: (507) 451-4651
Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org

St. Joseph Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9am - 4pm
Friday: 9am - 3pm

Mass Schedule:
Weekends: Saturday 4:00pm*, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am
Weekdays and Holy Days: See schedule in the bulletin
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-3:45pm
* Saturday 4pm mass livestreamed on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/

Liturgical Ministers: If you are interested in, and able to,
return to your liturgical ministry role, please contact Lynn
at parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org or 451-4845.
We don’t want anyone feeling pressured to return, so if you
are uncomfortable (for any reason) returning to your role,
know that we do understand and support your decision.

NOTICE: The June Courier is available online only.
Go to: https://issuu.com/dioceseofwinona/docs/
june_courier_press_quality?fr=sZmQxZDM5MTI3

Parish Staff:
Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org
Pastoral Associate - Deacon Pat Fagan
dcnpat@stjosephowatonna.org
Administrator - Al Christenson
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org
Parish Office - Lynn Smith
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org
Bookkeeping - Teresa Klecker
teresak@stjosephowatonna.org
Liturgical Music Director - Carol Hodapp
carolhodapp@gmail.com
Maintenance - Tom Penning, Dave Oman
Parish website - www.stjosephowatonna.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 6/28/20
The opening prayer mentions that God “chose us to be children of light” by “the grace of adoption.” We hear
the prayer continue “that we may not be wrapped in the darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the
bright light of truth.” What does it mean for those whom God has not chosen to be “children of light”? Are
they children of darkness? And what does it mean to adopted by grace? This is a serious question and in order
to answer it, we need to understand the Fall of Adam and Eve.
Adam and Eve, for some, is a fairy tale. For others, it is not historical, so they tend to downplay the significance
of the story. The Church reads it as the Word of God. Humanity had a beginning, many agree, but how it
came about remains a mystery. Thus, the book of Genesis gives us the story of Adam and Eve to teach us a
truth. That truth can be discovered when we see ourselves in the “bright light of truth” that is found in this segment of Scripture.
Please read chapter three of Genesis. First, the serpent twists God’s words because God said, “You are free to
eat from any of the trees of the garden except from the tree of knowledge of good and bad. From that tree
you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it you are surely doomed to die” (Genesis 2:16-17). Now the serpent’s version: “Did God tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?” The woman answered the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of
the garden that God said, ‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.’ But the serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die! No, God knows well the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you
will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad.”
Eve answers correctly. She speaks the truth. It is the serpent (the devil) who lies by saying that God said they
could not eat from any of the trees when God said you are free to eat from any of the trees except… This puts a
doubt in her mind. The devil puts a doubt in our minds. The dangerous lie of the devil is that we will be like gods
who know what is good and what is bad. We are living in the midst of this truth today. When we are “like
gods”, we decide what is good or bad, right or wrong.
This is what we see today in the moral arena with the elimination if the word sin. The New Lexicon Webster’s
Dictionary of the English Language (1989 edition) has the following definition for sin: n. An action contrary to the
law of God || a state to be condemned in the light of God’s law, a life of sin || (loosely) an offense against
any widely accepted standard, sins against propriety || (pop.) an offense against good sense, it’s a sin to
have a garden and then neglect it [O.E. syn, synn]
Today, God’s law is replaced with the law of the gods – “you will be like gods who know what is good and what
is bad.” There is no longer a central focus, an objective truth, but “gods” who decide on what is good or bad.
This is the current situation of society, living amidst the “dictatorship of relativism” where we are void of a foundational basis. Yet, created by God, we can know the truth for the law is written in our hearts. The devil darkens
our hearts with his lies. Jesus came to liberate us from the darkness and snares of the devil.
We hear in the second reading how we have been made children of God, children of the light, through baptism. We have become adopted children of God through baptism. May we reflect on these words and allow
ourselves not to be persuaded by this generation but hold fast to the Word of God.
I found this article to be worth reading. https://www.crisismagazine.com/2020/the-bondage-of-cultural-illiteracy
God Love You!!!

Fr. Jim Starasinich

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions
Monday, June 29, 2020 Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles; Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
9:00am Mass (@ CTK, Medford) Elmer Starasinich †
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 Weekday; The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church; Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Mt 8:23-27
8:00am Mass Jim Faulkner †
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 Weekday; USA: Saint Junípero Serra, Priest; Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Mt 8:28-34
8:00am Mass Mary G. Thamert †
Thursday, July 2, 2020 Weekday; Am 7:10-17/Mt 9:1-8
8:00am Mass Rose Flemming †
Friday, July 3, 2020 Saint Thomas, Apostle; Eph 2:19-22/Jn 20:24-29
9:00am Mass (@ CTK, Medford) Jane & John Kreuch †
Saturday, July 4, 2020 Weekday; USA: Independence Day; BVM; Am 9:11-15/Mt 9:14-17
8:00am Mass Steve Jessop †
Sunday, July 5, 2020 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Zec 9:9-10/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30
4:00pm Mass - Parishioners
8:00am Mass - Ken Sieberg †
10:00am Mass - Walter Flemming †

Please note: St. Joseph Parish office will be closed
Monday, July 6th in observance of the 4th of July Holiday.
There will be mass at Christ the King at 9am on July 6th.
Have a blessed and safe Independence Day weekend!

Prayer for Racial Healing
God of justice,
In your wisdom you create all people in
your image, without exception.
Through your goodness, open our eyes to
see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being.
Open our minds to understand that all your children are
brothers and sisters in the same human family.
Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors,
and speech which demean others.
Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial
discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change.
Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past
injustices and to right the wrongs of history.
And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal wounds,
build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and establish peace
and equality for all in our communities.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Directives for safe celebration of Mass during COVID-19
 Those over age 65 are strongly encouraged not to attend.
Anyone showing symptoms of sickness, or has a household
member who is sick, should not come to church.
 Seating is limited. Only sit in open pews and do not move
ropes unless directed by usher or other church personnel.
 Continue to follow all social distancing guidelines.
 All parishioners are strongly encouraged to wear masks.
 The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains dispensed
until further notice, and no one is obliged to receive communion.
 Parishioners may only receive Communion on the hand.
 Collection baskets will be available at church entrances
at the end of mass for envelopes/donations, or use locked
wooden collection boxes located throughout church.

Catholic Charities offers free adoption information meetings to help you
learn about the process to begin
building your family. We have adoption social workers in
Winona, Rochester, Mankato and Worthington who offer
home studies for international and domestic infant adoption. Please email adoption@ccsomn.org or call 507-2872047 to schedule an information meeting.

June 28: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In today’s Gospel hear Jesus tell us:
“Whoever gives only a cup of cold water
to one of these little ones to drink because
the little one is a disciple—Amen, I say to you,
he will surely not lose his reward.”
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
brings peace to those who are overwhelmed with
life’s burdens.
Membership– Contact Deb McManimon at
dmcmanimon72@gmail.com. Call 507-676-5508.

Leonard Wolfe
21 June 2020
May his soul and the souls of all the
faithful departed rest in peace.

