
Saturday, June 19, 2020 

Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Today we celebrate another heart, that of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the patroness of our Diocese 

of Winona-Rochester.  Simeon had said to Mary some serious words as the joy of the moment when he 

held the Savior turned to the reality of the life of the Mother of this Child: “Behold, this child is destined 

for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword 

will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). 

Today we hear Mary’s words to Jesus when she finds him in the temple: 

“Son, why have you done this to us?  Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.”  

And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?”  But they did not understand what was said to them. He went down with them to Nazareth, 

and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:48-51) 

Mary is one with her Son.  Their hearts remain united because every mother knows that her child is her 

own flesh and blood.  That moment of losing Jesus as a youth for three days and Jesus’ answer, she 

pondered these moments deeply in her heart.  It would come back to her, Simeon’s words and her Son’s, 

as she would understand the meaning through the Passion of her Son but more importantly, her heart 

would rejoice just as it did in finding the lost child three days later.  Three days later she will rejoice 

because she has found Him again!  ALIVE and RISEN!  We, too, rejoice heartily in the Lord! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 


