
Monday, June 22, 2020 

Monday of the Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 
 

Today we begin Religious Freedom Week.  Please visit: 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/religious-freedom-week/index.cfm 

for more information. 

St. Paulinus was born in France and after being ordained a priest lived in Nola, Italy, near Naples.  He 

was a friend of many, including saints of his time: St. Augustine, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, and St. Martin 

of Tour.  He had a love for the poor and served as bishop of Nola from 409 until his death in 431. 

Our martyrs whom we remember this day remained loyal to King Henry VIII but refused to be pressured 

by the king on the matter of his marriage.  St. John Fisher was the bishop of Rochester, England and 

would not recognize the king as the head of the Church in England.  This landed him in prison and the 

king had John Fisher beheaded on this day in 1535.  He remained faithful to the primacy of the Pope as 

head of the Church and was made a cardinal while in prison.  Thomas More was beheaded nearly two 

weeks later on July 6.  He was married and had a son and three daughters.  At his trial he stated, “I remain 

the king’s good servant but God’s first.”  This was a time of tension between church and state.  King Henry 

VIII suffered because his wife was barren and he would not have a physical heir to the throne.  He sought 

an annulment from his marriage but it remained valid.  The king angrily severed ties with Rome and 

many clergy followed the king and thus was formed from this break the independent church of England. 

Saints Paulinus, John Fisher and Thomas More, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
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