
Friday, June 26, 2020 

Friday of the Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time 
 

We may be asking the question, “What is happening to our nation with all the demonstrations that are 

not bringing forth any resolutions?”  Israel was asking similar questions as they were driven from their 

land into exile.  The key to everything is seeking the One who has the answer.  Israel knew it and today’s 

psalm is one of longing for their homeland.  We have to accept that the sins of our own nation are falling 

upon us as they did upon Israel.  We may try to claim innocence but Israel saw their sin as having 

consequences not only upon an individual but upon the nation.  This is happening to us, as many have 

abandoned their faith in God, especially Christians.  Let us be honest. If every person who professes to 

be Christian and lived sincerely by God’s grace, it would have a positive influence upon society.  We 

would be charitable and merciful.  We would not judge others. We would excuse the sins of others. We 

would pray for our persecutors and love our enemies.  Instead, many have fallen into the snares of the 

Evil One.  We all can be deceived easily.  We need to be vigilant. 

We are all lepers when we are separated from God and one another.  That is exactly what sin does and 

that is why the devil wants to divide us from God and one another.  The humble leper in today’s gospel 

courageously approaches Jesus.  Lepers lived in isolation and were quarantined from society, like those 

afflicted today with COVID-19.  The leper leaves isolation while still sick and contagious, risking the lives 

of others!  But he has faith!  “Lord, if you wish, you can make me clean.”  Jesus touches him and cures the 

leper.  All contagion is taken care of by the touch of Jesus.  Nothing can sicken Jesus or kill him.  Let us 

humbly implore Jesus through prayer to heal our society from the leprosy that is dividing our nation. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 

 


