5th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich
Pastoral Associate - Dcn. Pat Fagan

May 10, 2020

512 S. Elm Ave.
Owatonna, MN 55060
Phone: (507) 451-4845
Fax: (507) 451-4651
Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org

ALL MASSES AND CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE
SUSPENDED UNTIL MAY 18TH, 2020.
Church Open for Individual Prayer:
7am - 7pm EVERY DAY

Sacrament of Confession available:
Saturdays 3 – 4pm (in Church Library)

Weekend Mass:
Live-streamed on Facebook at 4pm Saturday
(masses available on Facebook anytime afterward)
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/

St. Joseph Parish Office will be closed
through May 18th. (No Scrip sales.)
Prayer for Families Adjusting to New Ways of Life
Holy Spirit, as families adjust to everyone being home as
businesses and schools close, we ask that You guide people
in their new realities. Give spouses grace for each other.
Prompt worn-out parents to speak words of kindness and
encouragement to their children. Help children find creative
ways to experience the beauty of all You have created
and continue learning. Amen.

Parish Staff:
Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org
Pastoral Associate - Deacon Pat Fagan
dcnpat@stjosephowatonna.org
Administrator - Al Christenson
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org
Parish Office - Lynn Smith
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org
Bookkeeping - Teresa Klecker
teresak@stjosephowatonna.org
Liturgical Music Director - Carol Hodapp
carolhodapp@gmail.com
Maintenance - Tom Penning
Dave Oman
Parish website - www.stjosephowatonna.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 5/10/20
Imagine being one the Apostles, privileged to be in the presence of Jesus. It would be enough just to be with
Him. Yet, we see that even the Apostles struggled to understand Jesus. “Master, we do not know where you
are going; how can we know the way?” The words of doubting Thomas. “Master, show us the Father, and that
will be enough for us.” An unsatisfied Philip. If we find our faith in Jesus fluctuating from time to time, we are in
good company with the Apostles. The dialogue that we hear from the Apostles and Jesus is also our dialogue
with the Lord. Or at least it should be. That is what prayer is all about.
Today we celebrate Mother’s Day. I have always been moved by Christopher de Vinck’s story of his brother Oliver, born severely handicapped, and how an article he wrote entitled, “The Power of the Powerless” touched
many lives and continues to do so. He mentions his mother in the article: I remember my mother saying when
I was small, “Isn’t it wonderful that you can see?” And once she said, “When you go to heaven, Oliver will run to
you, embrace you, and the first thing he will say is ‘Thank you.’” That leaves an impression on a boy.
Chris’s mother wrote about her struggle in caring for her son Oliver, who could not see, hear, talk or interact with
the family, other than allowing himself to be fed and rocking back and forth and laughing. Here are a few
words about his mother’s experience:
When Oliver was a baby, an event took place that illustrates the spiritual dimension this child brought into
our lives. In one of the great cathedrals of Europe, a special benediction for the sick had been planned.
At the time, we were living nearby, so we decided to bring Oliver to the service.
All the chairs and pews had been removed from the church. The nave and aisles were filled with people
in wheelchairs or on stretchers—a very sad and poignant sight. The Blessed Sacrament was carried
through the church, elevated in blessing. When the procession stopped close to where we were and the
Eucharist was lifted in benediction, a prayer rose from my heart. It was so strong that I was unable to go
against it: It asked only “that this child may always remain pure of heart.” My whole being was aching to
ask that Oliver be healed, for I knew that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, and my child and I were in
need. But I stood there, transfixed, able to pray only for purity of heart.
“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). Mothers want only the best for their children!
As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we thank God for all mothers, living and deceased. We would not be here if not
for them, for there saying “yes” to our lives. We give a special thank you to the Mother of all Mothers, the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Her “yes” has given us a Savior! The Savior has given Her to us as our Mother.
God Love You!!!

Fr. Jim Starasinich

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions

(Fr. Jim will be saying a mass each day for the daily intention and for all parishioners.)
Monday, May 11, 2020 Easter Weekday; Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26; Intention (CTK): Joseph L. Smith †
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 Easter Weekday; Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; Saint Pancras, Martyr
Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a; Intention: Mary Hannum †
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 Easter Weekday; Our Lady of Fatima; Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8;
Intention: Clarence & Robert Brage †
Thursday, May 14, 2020 Saint Matthias, Apostle; Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17; Intention: Elizabeth Anderson †
Friday, May 15, 2020 Easter Weekday; USA: Saint Isidore; Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17; Intention (CTK): Norbert Arnold †

Saturday, May 16, 2020 Easter Weekday; Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21; Intention: Donald Mahoney †
Sunday, May 17, 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter; Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21; Intention: Parishioners

REP and SMS Families:
We have decided to delay our formal First Communion
until the fall. We are open to doing individual First Communions when we can come back to Mass - probably
sometime in June. If you would like to make your first
Communion this summer please call the parish office (451
-4845) and let us know. Due to the restrictions in number
of people gathering we will be somewhat limited in how
many can celebrate on a given weekend.
Christ's Love Compels Us: a discernment retreat for
those who want to share God's goodness.
(East: July 31-Aug 2 at IHM Seminary, and West: Sept 11-13
at Shalom Hill Farm)
Do you feel a nudge (or burning fire) to share what God has
done for you with others? But perhaps you don't know how,
or need encouragement? Come to this retreat! Song, holy
silence, spiritual talks, discussion, adoration, and Mass to
learn how to be better evangelists in our home and community. More information and registration here: https://
www.dowr.org/offices/missionary-discipleship/retreats.html

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism –
Knights of Columbus guiding principles
This is the third in a series of 4 articles featuring the
four principles of the Order. The founder of the Knights of
Columbus, Fr. Michael McGivney, wanted to establish a fraternal Order whose members live the Christian virtues by
means of the principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.
Fraternity: Our bond of fraternity is not merely a lofty principle. It is the way of life of a steadfast Knight of Columbus.
He is a man of integrity and he takes responsibility for his
actions. He is a man for others as he guards and protects
those under his care. Knights are guided by Psalm 133 –
“How good and how pleasant it is when brothers dwell
together as one!”
We invite any Catholic gentleman at least 18 years old
to join our ranks. If you have questions please call
LaVerne Klecker at 507-451-4102 or cell # 507-456-6738.

May 10th: Fifth Sunday of Easter
In the Gospel today, Jesus says “…
whoever believes in me will do the works
that I do, and will do greater ones than
these, because I am going to the Father.
Through your almsgiving you are performing a
good work; far greater than you think. Your donations to St. Vincent de Paul bring Christ’s love
and compassion to the poor.
Membership-For further information, contact Deb
McManimon at dmcmanimon72@gmail.com, or
call 507-676-5508.
Real Presence Radio is holding their annual
Spring Feed My Sheep fundraising event on May
12-15. Tune in to hear amazing stories of renewal of faith, returning to and growing your faith.
We will also be sharing wonderful stories about
some of the incredible priests and parishes in our
dioceses, hear from some of our supporters
about how Real Presence Radio has made a
difference in their lives and…..daily contests!
You can support the Real Presence Radio fundraising event in two ways:
*Call 877-795-0122, 7AM – 7PMCST , May 12-15
*Donate online at www.realpresenceradio.com
Your donation supports one of the greatest
resources we have to find answers
about the Catholic faith and grow
in your companionship with Jesus.

