
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 

Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
 

Today is the anniversary of the passing of Rev. Sigismund Singer (1891).  You may ask, “Who was he?”  

Before St. Joseph Parish was founded, he served at Sacred Heart as an assistant and died of tuberculosis 

at the age of 29.  We pray for his soul and ask his intercession as well, especially during this pandemic. 
 

We also remember three young men who were martyred, all beheaded because of their faith in Jesus 

Christ.  The first two, Nereus & Achilleus, were Praetorian soldiers who converted to Christianity and 

died on the island of Terracina, 56 kilometers southeast of Rome on the Via Appia at the end of the first 

century.  The other is Pancras (or Pancratius in Latin), a fourteen-year old who was from Syria or Phrygia 

(modern day Turkey), orphaned, and then raised by an uncle in Rome.  He gave witness to Jesus and 

passed to the Lord about the year 304. 
 

All of these mentioned above died young.  We have lost the sense of mortality and we see it in the fear of 

the coronavirus.  Death is unavoidable.  We are born into this world to die.  Today, Paul is stoned and 

dragged out of the city, thought to be dead.  He was also a young man when that happened to him.  He 

survived but certainly sustained serious injuries.  He had such a trust in Jesus that it did not stop him 

from continuing the mission.  Jesus assures the apostles—and us—with these words from today’s Gospel: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give it to you.  Do not let your 

hearts be troubled or afraid.”  In the Mass we hear these words of peace just after praying the Our Father.  

It is the grace Jesus gives us, a peace that allows the Christian to face death differently because we believe 

that “Christ is Risen!”  “He is truly Risen!”  Heaven awaits us! Be not afraid! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 


