
Saturday, May 9, 2020 

Saturday of the Fourth Week of Easter 
 

“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13:52).  This is the gift received when we 

listen to those sent to announce the Good News.  Unfortunately, for the “women of prominence who 

were worshipers and the leading men of the city,” jealousy and a complacency in their religious ways set 

some Jews against Paul and Barnabas.  These apostles were not doing something advantageous for 

themselves but announcing Jesus.  Those who received the message were transformed and even “[t]he 

Gentiles were delighted when they heard this and glorified the word of the Lord.”  Joy and the Holy Spirit!  

I need it and so do you.  This is what people are waiting to see.  This is the mission of the Church, living 

lives filled with the Holy Spirit and joy. 
 

Jesus tries to teach the Apostles the same message as He is the living presence of the Holy Spirit and joy.  

That is why people are drawn to Him.  “The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own.  The 

Father who dwells in me is doing his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 

or else, believe because of the works themselves.  Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will 

do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:10-

12).  He seems to almost beg Philip, and us, to believe and trust in what He says.  This is faith.  The joy of 

the disciples is because they remember these words that Jesus said and they experience how announcing 

Jesus crucified and risen from the dead changed people.  They who were sad, who lived in fear, who 

suffered because they had been cheated and deceived in life, who were destroyed by sin and selfishness, 

who were without hope, found an answer to their problems in Jesus.  Transformed by the grace of God 

announced by those who were also transformed and sent to share this message with the whole world.  

No longer living for themselves but truly alive in the joy that God brought them, for God freed them from 

their slavery to themselves.  That is why there exists no selfishness in Christianity – this joy has to be 

shared!  Trinitarian Love and Joy!  Sharing in the Life of God! 
 

God Love You! 
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