
Friday, May 15, 2020 

Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter 

St. Isidore 
 

The Council of Jerusalem concludes in today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  All Church Councils 

held throughout her two-thousand-year history called upon the Holy Spirit for guidance in all matters of 

the Church.  Today we hear very clearly: “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on 

you any burden beyond these necessities, . . .”  We continue to pray, based on Psalm 104:30: “O Lord, 

send forth your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” 
 

“You are my friends if you do what I command you,” says Jesus in today’s Gospel.  “This I command you: 

love one another.”  St. Paul helps us to understand love: “Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous, 

[love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-

tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 

13:4-8).  This is a good examination of conscience regarding love.  We all fail in this area but we turn to 

Him who is love.  He forgives and His mercy is the greatest statement of love. 
 

May we be true friends and brothers and sisters in Christ by being merciful with one another.  That is 

true love.  Isidore, a farm laborer, and his wife, Maria de la Cabeza (Torribia) are both canonized saints.  

They drew from the Source of love, Jesus, and were able to witness to love in marriage.  Let us ask St. 

Isidore’s intercession for our rural community and for all farmers, as he is patron of both. 
 

St. Isidore, pray for us! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


