
Friday, April 30, 2020 

Friday of the Third Week of Easter 

St. Joseph the Worker 
 

The dignity of work and the dignity of the person are recognized through the example of 

St. Joseph.  Today we also begin the month of May, honoring especially our Blessed Mother.  

In some ways, today we celebrate the Holy Family of Nazareth.  In 1955, during the Cold 

War era, the Church moved this memorial in honor of St. Joseph as the patron of the 

universal Church and renamed it St. Joseph the Worker.  It was a move to go against the 

evils of communism and the May Day celebration in the former Soviet Union.  The Church, 

in her wisdom, wanted to emphasize the dignity of the person, the worker, and not the 

ideological systems that denigrate the person. 
 

Let us pray for the many people today, through St. Joseph’s intercession, who are working 

today, especially those on the front lines of the COVID-19/coronavirus pandemic and all 

working people.  Work brings a dignity to the person but work conditions and the just wage 

are important standards that we pray are implemented throughout the world.  We need to 

remember the many who are currently unemployed or have been laid off their jobs because 

of the pandemic.  Let us include all people in our prayers today, that the dignity of all 

workers may be protected and upheld and that gratitude for all the blessings that come 

from work may truly be appreciated. 
 

Today, beginning at 2:30 PM, please join Bishop Quinn as he and the Bishops of the United 

States and Canada will renew the consecration of our nations to our Blessed Mother Mary, 

asking her maternal protection during this pandemic, and imploring her under the title, 

“Mary, Mother of the Church”.  Go to the Diocesan website www.dowr.org and you will 

find the link for the YouTube channel or Facebook page. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 
 

 

http://www.dowr.org/

