
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 4/19/20 

Drive-In Divine Mercy 

Devotion 

* April 19, 2:30pm  

* Sacred Heart Church 

parking lot, Owatonna 

512 S. Elm Ave. 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

Phone: (507) 451-4845 

Fax: (507) 451-4651 
 

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org     

 

Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich 

Pastoral Associate - Dcn. Pat Fagan 

 

 Parish Staff: 
 

Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich  

        pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
      

Pastoral Associate - Deacon Pat Fagan   

        dcnpat@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Administrator -  Al Christenson 

        apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Parish Office - Lynn Smith 

        parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Bookkeeping - Teresa Klecker 

        teresak@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Liturgical Music Director - Carol Hodapp 

        carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 

Maintenance - Tom Penning, Dave Oman 
 

Parish website - www.stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/  

2nd Sunday of Easter 

(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

April 19, 2020 

ALL MASSES AND CHURCH ACTIVITIES ARE  

SUSPENDED UNTIL MAY 15TH, 2020. 
 

Church Open for Individual Prayer:  
7am - 7pm EVERY DAY  

 

Sacrament of Confession available: 
 Saturdays 3 – 4pm (in Church Library) 

 

Weekend Mass: 
Live-streamed on Facebook at 4pm Saturday 

(masses available on Facebook anytime afterward) 
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/  

 

St. Joseph Parish Office will be closed  

through May 1st. (No Scrip sales.) 

The Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine Mercy concludes the Octave of Easter, the eight days which 

we have celebrated as one day because this Victory of Jesus Christ is the greatest of all Triumphs!  We cele-

brate it because it is our victory too and we will share in that victory because of our faith in the Risen Savior! 
 

Without Divine Mercy, there is no Church.  I watched Cardinal Pell’s interview on Wednesday evening over the 

internet.  He was released from prison on April 7 after a unanimous decision by seven judges of the High Court 

of Australia.  The journalist interviewing the Cardinal had asked about the condemnation of a notorious priest 

who was in jail for his horrific crimes.  It was an uneasy moment for the Cardinal, who simply explained that 

these were very grave crimes committed by the priest but he stopped short of condemning this priest.  One 

may think that the Cardinal was being too soft but he expressed his agreement that this priest was guilty of hor-

rible crimes.  He did not say more despite the journalist seeking the Cardinal’s own words of condemnation, as 

the journalist himself expressed condemnation upon the man for his crimes.  We, as members of the Church—

sons and daughters of God—cannot condemn a person but certainly can speak the truth about sin, especially 

grave sin.  We leave the final judgement to God.  We pray for hardened criminals, for their repentance and 

that they express true sorrow for the sins they have committed and do penance.  Actually, that is why the man 

is behind bars, in prison.  Christianity gave us the word “penitentiary” - what we call prisons because that is 

where hardened criminals do their “penance” for the crimes they have committed.  But we cannot judge nor 

condemn.  We leave that up to the Almighty. 
 

We find the gift of forgiveness – mercy – in today’s Gospel.  Jesus entrusts that mercy to the Church, to the 

Apostles who are commissioned by Christ Himself!  It is a serious matter, binding and loosing.  Pope Francis 

showed the use of this God-given authority recently as apostolic successor of Peter, the first Pope.  He granted 

a plenary indulgence, showing the mercy of God to those sick and dying from the coronavirus.  God desires 

the salvation of all because we are all sinners.  We are all called to be merciful because that is the role of eve-

ry Christian.  It is a grace from God.  We need to pray for that grace because we, too, may have been hurt 

seriously in our lives by someone.  There is hope for everyone.  “O God, be merciful to me a sinner,” cried the 

publican in Luke’s Gospel and Jesus said this repentant sinner went home justified because “the one who hum-

bles himself will be exalted” (cf. Luke 18:9-14).  Jesus forgave the repentant thief from the Cross and said to 

him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  Mercy.  Divine Mercy! 
 

God Love You!!!   Fr. Jim Starasinich 

Are you struggling more than usual with 

anxiety, worry, loneliness, or depression at 

this time? Catholic Charities’ Counselors are 

here to help. To maintain social distancing, our 

therapists are using Telehealth.  Please call the 

Owatonna office at 507-455-2008 to set up an 

appointment for one-on-one counseling or visit 

our website at  www.ccsomn.org.  

Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. Sacred Heart & St. Joseph's 

are working together to provide a drive-in service. You stay in 

your car and we pray together.  We will live-stream on Face-

book and are looking for other ways of providing access for 

people.  Join us at 2:30pm in the Sacred Heart parking lot.  

http://www.stjosephowatonna.org
mailto:teresak@stjosephowatonna.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephParishOwatonna/
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Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions 
(Fr. Jim will be saying a mass each day for the daily intention and for all parishioners.) 

 

Monday, Apr. 20, 2020  Easter Weekday;  Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8;  Intention (CTK):  Clarence & Edith Hoffman †  
 

Tuesday, Apr. 21, 2020  Easter Weekday; Saint Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15  Intention:  Martha Johnson †  
  

Wednesday, Apr. 22, 2020  Easter Weekday; Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21;  Intention: Jim Faulkner † 
   

Thursday, Apr. 23, 2020  Easter Weekday; Saint George, Martyr; Saint Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr 

Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36   Intention:  Jim Heller † 
 

Friday, Apr. 24, 2020  Easter Weekday; Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr; Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15  

Intention (CTK):  Howard & Phyllis Thamert † 
 

Saturday, Apr. 25, Saint Mark, Evangelist; 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20;  Intention:  Francis & Dorothy Taylor † 
 

Sunday, Apr. 26, 2020  Third Sunday of Easter; Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35;  Intention: Parishioners  

     
 

      Jeanne Jensen 

     April 10, 2020 
 

May her soul and the souls of all the  

faithful departed rest in peace. 

 

 

 

Virtual Bible Study – The Eucharist 
 

"The Lamb of God," "The Bread of Life," "The Body 

and the Blood of Christ"... these are phrases we 

know from the Mass. But do we understand what 

they mean in the greater and deeper context of 

Scripture and Church teaching? We'll discover 

firsthand how Christ's Body and Blood are an  

integral and wondrous part of God's plan for our 

salvation. Acclaimed author and teacher Dr. Brant 

Pitre digs down to the biblical roots of the Eucha-

rist, through its foreshadowing in the miraculous 

events of the Old Testament, the Gospels, and  

Apostolic teaching. 
 

The study runs for 10 weeks from April 23-June 25. 

We will meet via Zoom Thursdays at 6:30-8:00 for 

those that want to meet in a group. You can also 

participate online without attending the Thursday 

night group meetings. The study material is availa-

ble online through the Formed parish subscription 

for no cost. You can sign up and get login info. by 
contacting Deb McManimon at 455-0174 or  

dmcmanimon72@gmail.com.  
  

Everyone is invited to sign up, young, old, experi-

enced at study, or new to bible study! 

 

 

 

 

Elementary Teacher, Kindergarten, (1.0 FTE)—St. Mary’s 

School, Owatonna, MN 

St. Mary’s School is seeking a full-time Kindergarten 

teacher preferably of the Catholic faith for the2020-2021 

school year. The teacher should possess a love of learn-

ing, be enthusiastic, have a focus on learning, possess 

good classroom management skills, be collaborative 

with teaching partner, have the ability to integrate tech-

nology into instruction, and believe that all children can 

learn. The candidate should support the school’s mission 

and philosophy, and have the desire to support and help 

the children grow in mind, body, and spirit through Cath-

olic values. Please send a cover letter, resume, teaching 

license, and three letters of recommendation to Jen 

Swanson, Principal, at  jswanson@stmarys-owatonna.org 

on or before May 1st, 2020. Position is open until filled. 
 

School Age Care Coordinator—St. Mary’s School,  

Owatonna, MN 

St. Mary’s School is seeking a School Age Care (SAC)  

Coordinator preferably of the Catholic faith for the 2020-

2021 school year. The SAC Coordinator is in charge of 

coordinating all activities for the before school and after 

school care for students in PreK-5th grade and will aver-

age 25-30 hours/week. The Coordinator hires and sched-

ules workers, plans daily activities and “fun day” trip  

activities, maintains attendance records, purchases and 

organizes daily snack, supervises staff, provides direct 

care for students, maintains and keeps clean the SAC 

toys and SAC area, and provides a safe environment for 

students. SAC hours are 6:30-7:45am and 2:25-5:30pm on 

all school days. The Coordinator also organizes and leads 

3-4 Fun Day trips (full day) on predetermined non-school 

days. The candidate should support the school’s mission 

and philosophy, and have the desire to support and help 

the children grow in mind, body, and spirit through Cath-

olic values. This position does not require a teaching  

license, but experience in a school setting is a plus. 

Please send a cover letter, resume, and three letters of 

recommendation to Jen Swanson, Principal, at jswan-

son@stmarys-owatonna.org )on or before May 1st, 2020. 

Position is open until filled. 
 

St. Mary’s School, 730 S. Cedar Ave., Owatonna, MN 55060 

507-446-2300 

Prayer for Families Adjusting to New Ways of Life 
 

Holy Spirit, as families adjust to everyone being home 

as businesses and schools close, we ask that You guide 

people in their new realities. Give spouses grace for 

each other. Prompt worn-out parents to speak words of 

kindness and encouragement to their children. Help 

children find creative ways to experience the beauty 

of all You have created and continue learning. 

mailto:dmcmanimon72@gmail.com

