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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 4/12/20
Today we celebrate the victory of Jesus Christ, overcoming death and rising from the tomb, alive! He cannot
be defeated! He did not fight and strike back at those who put Him on the Cross. He showed love until the
end. That same love is responsible for resurrection and new life. God loves the world, showing this through the
new life that literally springs forth before us at this time of year. Yet, we may still have, in the depths of our
hearts, worry and concern because our lives have been extremely altered, stagnated, put on hold. I was
pleased to have an early Easter moment on Monday of Holy Week, when the news broke that evening about
Cardinal Pell of Australia being freed from an unjust prison sentence. He was incarcerated, almost like living in
a tomb in solitary confinement for over a year, and finally set free!
Jesus wants us to focus on love – His love that has transformed our world. We, too, get caught up in the frantic
pace of life, forgetting about God and thus becoming “god” through our plans and projects. Granted, these
can be good initiatives; yet when we forget to discern what is best, not for “myself” but for others first, especially our family, spouses and children, then we begin to focus on what is most important. The joy of the Paschal
(Easter) Season is that Someone has given His life so that we can have life! A life that brings us happiness not
living for ourselves but for others. Even if we are continuing to live as if we are still in Lent, having to sacrifice our
freedoms and remain limited in what we would like to do, this is a grace-filled time; for we are putting others
first, especially the most vulnerable and the weakest of our society because we know how delicate and fragile
life really is through this microscopic bug known as COVID-19/coronavirus. That is a sign of love. God is calling
us to experience love in all of its dimensions. May this truly be a Resurrection time for all of us!
God Love You!!!

Fr. Jim Starasinich
Reflections on Easter by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Easter is concerned with something unimaginable. Initially, the event of Easter comes to us solely through the
word, not through the senses. So it is all the more important for us to be won over by the immensity of this word.
Because, however, we can think only by employing sense images, the faith of the Church has always translated the Easter message into symbols that point to things the word cannot express. The symbol of light (including
the fire) plays a special part; the praise of the Paschal candle—a symbol of life in the midst of the darkened
church—is actually praise of him who proved victor over death. Thus the event of long ago is translated into
our present time: where light conquers darkness, something of the Resurrection takes place. The blessing of
water focuses on another element of creation, used as a symbol of the Resurrection: water can be a threat, a
weapon of death. But living spring water means fruitfulness, building oases of life in the middle of the desert.
Then there is a third symbol of a very different kind: the sung Alleluia, the solemn singing of the Paschal liturgy,
shows that the human voice, as well as crying, groaning, lamenting, speaking, can also sing. Moreover, the
fact that man is able to summon the voices 0f creation and transform them into harmony—does this not give us
a marvelous intimation of the transformation that we, too, with creation, can undergo?
(From the book Images of Hope by Joseph Ratzinger, pages 44-45.)

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions

(Fr. Jim will be saying a mass each day for the daily intention and for all parishioners.)
Monday, Apr. 13, 2020 Monday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt 28:8-15
Intention (CTK): Oscar & Jeanette Engen †
Tuesday, Apr. 14, 2020 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18
Intention: Ray & Lou Kluesner †
Wednesday, Apr. 15, 2020 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35
Intention: Jim Mullally †
Thursday, Apr. 16, 2020 Thursday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48
Intention: Rose Flemming †
Friday, Apr. 17, 2020 Friday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14; Intention (CTK): Bev Hertel (liv)
Saturday, Apr. 18, Saturday within the Octave of Easter; Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15; Intention: Mary G. Thamert
Sunday, Apr. 19, 2020 Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)
Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31; Intention: Parishioners

April 12: Easter Sunday

St. Mary’s Night of Knights Auction
will still be held on Saturday, April 18th.
Given the current social environment, the format of the
event has been revised to an online only event. We have
prayerfully considered our options, but with the Night of
Knights auction being such an integral piece of the St.
Mary’s annual budget, we are putting our trust in God
that He will see us through another successful event!
The evening will consist of our Silent Auction, Premium
Package Auction (previously known as Live Auction), &
Spirit of the Knight give. Watch for staggered closings on
both the Silent Auction baskets & Premium Packages.

Registration – for this year only – will be FREE of charge!!
Go online to https://one.bidpal.net/smsnok and get registered for the event. You will need to enter a credit card
in order to place a bid, but that credit card will not be
charged unless you are the winning bidder. Please help
us spread the word to family and friends – near and far!
The mission of the Spirit of the Knight give is to obtain
funding for a specific need as recommended by the
administration of St. Mary’s School. This year, we are
asking for your support to #STOMPTHEFLOOR! We are so
close to paying off our repair loan from four years ago,
and our goal is to have it completely paid off before our
loan balloons at the end of 2020.
Continue to watch our Facebook page Night of Knights
Auction – A Benefit for St. Mary’s School and the Auction
website for updated event information. We are grateful
for your support and continued prayers.
God Bless! Night of Knights Auction Committee

PLEASE NOTE: The Holy Land collection, which normally
takes place on Good Friday, has been moved to Sunday,
September 13, 2020.

Prayer for Easter
May the glory and the promise
of this joyous time of year
bring peace and happiness to you
and those you hold most dear.
And may Christ, Our Risen Savior,
always be there by your side
to bless you most abundantly and
be your loving guide.
Amen.

Today as we celebrate the feast of Easter we find
the challenge of also seeing and believing the
resurrection that comes through our own lives of
self-sacrifice. It is then that we are truly Easter
people! As you donate to the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, know that you are a sign of God’s love to
those who are suffering and you give them Easter
hope and joy.
Membership-For further information, contact Deb
McManimon at dmcmanimon72@gmail.com.
Our phone is 507-676-5508.

DOW-R Sunday Televised Mass Schedule:
 KAAL Charter Channel 6 at 9:00am
 Charter Channel 17 at 11:00am
 DISH Channel 23 at 9:30am
 EWTN Charter Channel 80
 WKBT Channel 8 (LaCrosse) at 7:30am
 KEYC Channel 12 (Mankato) at 7:30am
Mass can also be viewed any time on demand at
https://www.dowr.org/about/weekly-mass.html.

UPDATE: The KC Council 945 and KC
Council 4909 thank all parishioners from
St. Joseph, Sacred Heart, & Christ the King
for their support of the Wheelchair Sunday initiative, which has now raised $14,500!

