
Wednesday, April 8, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Have you seen the movie, Groundhog Day, in which Bill Murray’s character, a very selfish 

and egotistic person, wakes up every day and it is always February 2 (Groundhog Day)?  He 

awakes and hears the same radio station every day, playing Sonny and Cher’s I Got You, 

Babe.  Amidst this pandemic, what do you do upon waking up each morning?  Do you 

awake to a clock radio and the recent news?  Or do you pray, asking God to help you 

through the day? 
 

Isaiah gives us the third oracle of the Servant of the Lord, which the Church sees as a 

prophecy of Jesus and His Passion and Resurrection.  “Morning after morning he opens my 

ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back (Isaiah 50:4-5).  We were 

given the gift of faith at Baptism.  St. Paul reminds us: “Thus faith comes through what is 

heard, and what is heard comes from the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  The Hebrew 

people begin their day praying what they call the Shema, the passage from Deuteronomy 

(6:4): “Hear [Listen], O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!”  And they continue 

with the verses that follow.  Shema means listen or hear.  We need to hear that God loves 

us every day!  It is easy to give up and not persevere, especially when times get tough.  It is 

easy to complain and “rebel”, to” turn back” to an old way of life without God. 
 

Listening to Jesus, who the Father sent, and spending time in prayer and praying with the 

Scriptures is our greatest help during this pandemic.  “Morning after morning” we can have 

our routine and forget to really listen, even if prayer is first and foremost.  Listening to the 

news about the pandemic constantly (and we should be informed but not make it an 

obsession) will lead to anxiety and anguish.  There is hope even in the routine of life.  Bill 

Murray’s character, despite the same routine (and living the same day over and over!), 

becomes enlightened to true happiness and fulfillment.  He begins to live not for himself 

but for others!  He has a profound conversion. 
 

Jesus lived his life for us, not for himself.  He gave His very life on the Cross for us!  Seeking 

the Lord Jesus through prayer does open our ears to hear and our hearts to receive His love, 

which is everlasting! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 

 

 


