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Wednesday of the Third Week of Easter 

St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
 

When I read the lives of the saints, there is always so much to ponder.  One of my favorite 

films is the 1946 classic, It’s a Wonderful Life, starring Jimmy Stewart as George Bailey.  

George had been given the gift to see what life would be like if he had never been born.  We 

cannot take life for granted, for our lives have an enormous impact, whether we realize it 

or not.  Jesus lived for 33 years as did today’s saint and those short years lived mattered! 
 

Today’s saint impacted the Church at a very difficult time.  St. Catherine of Siena is one of 

the greatest saints in the history of the Church.  She was the twenty-fourth of twenty-five 

children!  What if her parents had been taught to go against God’s first commandment 

found in the Scriptures, “Be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28)?  What if they said, “That’s 

enough children!” after the twenty-third? (Half of her siblings did not survive childhood, 

as she herself was born during the plague.  She had a twin, who did not survive; perhaps 

that is why she is sometimes listed as the twenty-fifth or last child, depending upon who 

was born first.)  We would never have had this great saint who counseled Popes, bishops, 

and civil authorities with her courageous and bold God-given authority to follow the ways 

of the Lord Jesus.  After her mystical experience which lasted about three years, she was 

told to serve in society, caring for the sick and eventually becoming influential in restoring 

peace among city states.  She is best known for bringing the Papacy back to Rome. 
 

The persecution of the Church after St. Stephen’s death scattered the disciples and it was 

beneficial for evangelization.  God always takes good out of the bad.  Jesus will not reject 

anyone who comes to Him because He was sent to do the will of the Father.  He came to 

save and “not lose anything of what [the Father] gave me, but that I should raise it on the 

last day.”  Jesus goes on to explain: “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees 

the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day.” 
 

We see Jesus in the lives of the saints and in the lives of faithful people today who are filled 

with the Holy Spirit.  Like the action of Catherine of Siena, the love of Jesus that filled her 

heart and soul brought hope and salvation to many.  God is calling us to for the same 

mission.  May God’s love move us to be His instruments in the world today. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


