
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 

Tuesday of the Third Week of Easter 
 

The first martyr of the Church dies a violent death by stoning but passes peacefully while 

praying words similar to Jesus as He hung upon the Cross: “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them” (Acts 7:60).  Today, the Church commemorates another martyr who died in 

similar fashion, being butchered to death on the South Pacific island of Futuna in 1841 and 

saying among his last words, “My death is a great blessing.”  St. Stephen and St. Peter 

Chanel were filled with zeal for the Gospel.  They were not afraid to denounce the errors of 

their day – Stephen calling to mind the hypocrisy of his people and their stubborn, “stiff-

necked” attitude; and Peter Chanel destroying the cult of evil spirits.  What moved these 

men was the tremendous outpouring of the Holy Spirit to save souls for heaven! 
 

Jesus is the bread of life.  Every day we gratify our bodies with food.  The true nourishment 

that satisfies our entire being is God’s daily bread – Jesus.  His Presence has been with us 

in the continuous outpouring of the Holy Spirit since Pentecost.  It is “daily bread” because 

we need Jesus every day.  His name is “the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9) 

because it means “God saves” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 430).  In daily prayer, we 

ask for the Holy Spirit to renew us, to come upon us this new day we are given, so that we 

may do the will of God. 
 

The power of the Holy Spirit came upon Mary and she conceived the child Jesus, becoming 

a living tabernacle.  We, too, become living tabernacles when we receive Jesus in the 

Eucharist!  The courage to say yes to God and to do His will:  Mary did it at the 

annunciation.  Stephen did it and he paid the ultimate price as did Peter Chanel.  Another 

saint we commemorate today did it through his inspiration of Mary’s fiat and his name is 

Louis Marie de Montfort.  As we conclude these last days of April, these two saints found 

on the church’s calendar today prepare us for the upcoming month.  St. Peter Chanel was 

a Marist (Society of Mary) missionary and St. Louis Marie de Montfort founded the 

Missionaries of the Company of Mary [S.M.M.].  Mary is our model.  When we say yes to 

God, like Mary, we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives so that we can truly radiate the 

presence of Jesus for this generation! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 
 
 



 

 


