
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Today is the fifteenth anniversary of the passing of St. John Paul II from this life to the Father.  

April 2, 2005 fell on the Saturday of the Octave of Easter, the eve of Sunday of Divine Mercy, the 

name given for the Second Sunday of Easter by St. John Paul II himself!  He had canonized St. 

Faustina Kowalska, whom Jesus had asked to spread devotion to Divine Mercy and also requested 

that His image be painted and venerated, with the words “Jesus, I trust in you” at the bottom of 

the image.  Fr. Chris Alar, MIC has an idea to bring some consolation to us during this pandemic 

with a short video found here: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot3tVMXnOzI 

Jesus wants to bring us all to the Father.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus is speaking with those of the 

Jewish community who are questioning who He is.  They claim Abraham for their father while 

Jesus is trying to bring them to faith in God the Father.  Jesus says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

whoever keeps my word will never see death.”  Jesus later in their conversation adds these words, 

“Abraham your father rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad.”  The day of the Lord for 

Abraham was the birth of Isaac, for life came forth from his barren and elderly wife Sarah!  An 

impossibility!  But everything is possible for God (see Luke 1:37)! He rejoiced because God’s 

promise to him came true!  He experienced the joy that comes from new life!  He names his child 

Isaac, which means laughed or laughter, because Abraham and Sarah were filled with immense 

joy! (See Genesis 17:17; 21:6) Jesus fulfills our joy because He will raise us above fear and death to 

new life, eternal life!  Viruses, sicknesses, and death do not have the last say.  Jesus is victorious 

and we heed the words of the Psalm (27:14) during this time of the pandemic: “Wait for the Lord, 

take courage; be stouthearted, wait for the Lord! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ot3tVMXnOzI

