
Thursday, April 23, 2020 

Thursday of the Second Week of Easter 
 

Today is the patronal feast of Pope Francis, Jorge (George) Bergoglio, as St. George shares this day with St. 

Adalbert, both of whom were martyrs.  Let us keep the Holy Father in our daily prayers.  St. George, pray 

for the Holy Father and pray for us! 
 

St. Adalbert will be of special interest to those of Bohemian (Czech) origin.  His name was Wojtech but he 

took his confirmation name, Adalbert, after his teacher, St. Adalbert of Magdeburg.  He was consecrated 

Bishop of Prague at the age of twenty-six!  Seeking reform, he met opposition and was twice exiled from 

Prague.  His zeal to bring the Gospel to all peoples, especially the Slavs, brought him to Poland and Prussia, 

and the region of the Baltic Sea, where he was martyred on this day in 997. 
 

The saints sought to live for Christ and saw the urgency to announce the Gospel because they had 

experienced brokenness, suffering, fear, and their own sinfulness in their own lives.  They also experienced, 

through listening to the Good News, healing, reconciliation, and a resurrected spirit.  It moved them to 

want to share the power of God’s love with others.  Where would we be if we had not a connection – being 

linked historically – with those who radiated joy and transmitted faith to us?  There are many saints in 

heaven, known only to God, who have continued the mission of bringing God’s love to a broken world.  

May we be encouraged by the zeal of the Apostles in today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles – “We 

must obey God rather than men”; and today’s responsorial Psalm – “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; 

and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.”  Indeed, “the Lord hears the cry of the poor”! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


