
Thursday, April 16, 2020 

Easter Thursday 
 

“The author of life you put to death, but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses.  And by 

faith in his name, this man, whom you see and know, his name made him strong, and the faith that comes 

through it has given him this perfect health.”  Peter was on fire in the reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

today, announcing what the name of Jesus did for the crippled man.  The power of the name!  It makes us 

sing in today’s responsorial Psalm: “O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!” 
 

The power of the name of Jesus, prayed especially in the “Hail Mary,” brings peace and calm to our lives.  

Jesus’ appearance in today’s Gospel “startled and terrified” the disciples but they were also “incredulous for 

joy and were amazed” to see the Risen Lord!  Jesus “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.”  May 

this time of confinement in our homes allow us to spend more time with Jesus in the Scriptures, who will 

also do the same for us.  Pray to the Holy Spirit (see below) and start with the Gospels.  Jesus’ life found in 

the Gospels will eventually lead to other parts of the Scriptures.  May we be surprised like the disciples as 

we encounter Jesus in the Scriptures at home. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

The following prayer is found in many older Catholic Bibles (and taken from the Confraternity Edition, 

Benziger Brothers, 1961).  I encourage everyone to pray this before reading the Scriptures. 

Prayer Before Reading the Holy Scriptures 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in them the fire of Your love. 

Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created; / And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Let us pray. 

O God, You Who have taught the hearts of Your faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit, grant us by that 

Spirit Himself to know what is right, and ever to rejoice in His help.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

On the Lighter Side: The Deacon's Prayer 
 

One Sunday morning at St Joseph’s, the new pastor, Fr. Jim, called on Deacon Pat to lead the prayer in 
Joseph’s Hall on Donut Sunday. The deacon stood up, bowed his head and said, "Lord, I hate buttermilk." 
 

Fr. Jim looked up and wondered where this was going. 
 

Deacon Pat continued, "Lord, I hate lard."  
 

Now Fr. Jim was totally perplexed.  
 

Deacon Pat continued, "Lord, I ain't too crazy about plain flour either. But after you mix 'em all together 
and bake 'em in a hot oven... I just love biscuits!”  
 

Deacon Pat didn't stop there. "Lord," he said, "help us realize when things come up that we don't like, 
whenever we don't understand what You are doing, that we need to just wait and see what You are 
making. After you get through mixing and baking, it'll probably be something way better than biscuits. 
Amen." 
 
(Thanks to Jeanne Willmott for sharing this.  We made some changes to make it more personal!) 
 


