
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

I just finished Midday Prayer, Psalm 118 in three parts, subtitled in the breviary, “Song of 

joy for salvation”.  It is just that, filled with the joy of the Paschal Season, repeating often 

the line, “for his love endures for ever.”  It fulfills Jesus Christ’s role: “The stone which the 

builders rejected has become the corner stone.  This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in 

our eyes.”  Salvation is all God’s work and that is what makes it the Good News!  We 

cooperate mostly by waiting and allowing God to act.  That is what the apostles had to do, 

wait and then see Jesus resurrected!  And the refrain from the short reading of Midday 

Prayer is to the point: “The disciples rejoiced, alleluia.  When they saw the risen Lord, 

alleluia.”  They did nothing to bring about his resurrection.  On the contrary, they—and 

we—did everything to bring about his passion and death. Sinners we all are but loved by 

God!   God raised Jesus from the dead!  “This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are 

glad.”  Pray Psalm 118 today! 
 

The opening prayer for Mass is wonderful as well: 
 

May your people exult for ever, O God, 

in renewed youthfulness of spirit, 

so that, rejoicing in the restored glory of our adoption, 

we may look forward in confident hope 

to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 
 

Our faith is always being renewed, making us youthful in spirit.  How often we are 

impressed with someone who is advanced in years but radiates a youthful spirit!  This is a 

gift from God and a sign of his presence among us, that the spirit of God is alive in our 

hearts, like the men on the road to Emmaus experienced when they exclaimed: “Were not 

our hearts burning within us while he opened the Scriptures to us?”  Let us live this Easter 

joy today, “rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption” (given to us through 

baptism), looking “forward in confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.”  

We still have to wait for God to complete His work at the end of time, when the body will 

truly be resurrected and joined to the soul.  This is what we profess and believe.  The 

incorrupt bodies of saints are a reminder of God’s promise.  I believe He allows that because 

we are so weak in faith that He encourages us through holy men and women.  Enjoy the 

photo of St. Bernadette, incorrupt, and peacefully awaiting her resurrection. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 



 


