
Sunday, April 19, 2020 

Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy) 
 

Imagine letting down a good friend and not keeping an appointment or simply not 

being there for that friend.  Your anxiety level rises as you wonder how to explain 

why you let that person down.  You create all kinds of scenarios in your head as to 

how you will explain yourself.  You feel lousy and you wonder if that person will 

ever forgive you. 
 

Well, for the apostles, they felt really destroyed because Jesus was dead.  One said, 

“I will fight for you, Lord.”  Others thought that they, too, would never let Jesus 

down.  And, yet, they did.  Now they are living in fear for their very lives. 
 

Some today, through the coronavirus pandemic, are fearing for their very lives as 

well; and living a little like the apostles who “locked” the doors of the upper room 

“for fear of the Jews.”  The stay-at-home mandate makes many of us relate to this Gospel of the day. 
 

Jesus enters the locked room!  Impossible but He is God, so He can do the impossible.  His only words to 

the frightened and startled apostles is, “Peace be with you.”  And then he repeats it again, Peace be with 

you.” 
 

HE IS RISEN!!!  They cannot believe it!  Jesus has no words of correction, rebuke, reprimand, scolding.  

Nothing of the sort!  He only brings them the peace that He spoke of previously, a peace that the world 

cannot give.  It reached to the core of their being, to the depths of their hearts!  A new dimension of 

LOVE!  MERCY!!! 
 

Jesus loves the world in the same way.  He has destroyed sin and death and through His Resurrection, 

brings the greatest gift to the world: MERCY!!!  LOVE!!!  Unlock the doors of your hearts and let the Lord 

enter. He knows that we often hide our sins because we are ashamed of them.  Who loves us in our sins?  

We suffer for that very reason, fearing punishment and abandonment.  We desire love and want to be 

loved and want to love but when the obstacle of sin is present, we do not know where to turn.  Jesus turns 

to us, looks at us, and is waiting for us to open the door so that He can enter and love us by forgiving us 

and granting us mercy and the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska wrote: “In silence I kept my gaze on the Lord; my soul was struck with 

awe, but also with great joy.  After a while, Jesus said to me, ‘Paint an image according to the pattern you 

see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust in you.  I desire that this image be venerated…’ … I again heard words 

such as these: ‘… I desire that priests proclaim this great mercy of mine towards souls of sinners. 

Let the sinner not be afraid to approach me.  The flames of mercy are burning me—clamoring to 

be spent. I want to pour them out upon these souls.’”  The burning Love of God! 
 

God Love You!!! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

P.S. I just returned from the Divine Mercy Holy Hour, held in the Sacred Heart parking lot.  An incredibly 

beautiful day, sunny and not a cloud in the sky!  As we processed back to the church with the Blessed 



Sacrament and the song concluded, I was filled with more joy as I heard the honking of all who 

participated, resounding in my ears as “ALLELUIA”!!! 

 

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

 

We are in need of a few more volunteers from St. Joseph’s Parish for our phone outreach.  Thank you to 

those who have received instruction and are ready to make their calls.  Please contact the parish office or 

myself or Deb McManimon dmcmanimon72@gmail.com. 

 

We are also in need of assistance for live-streaming the daily Mass.  If anyone would like to help with this, please 

contact the parish office or myself. 
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