
Saturday, April 4, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Before celebrating Mass today, I received word of the passing of another brother priest who 

served in the Brooklyn Diocese and I was also in seminary with in New Jersey.  He was in 

ICU for ten days or more.  The Lord saw that it was too much and would not allow him to 

go through Holy Week this way, for he had completed his own passion in these days.  Rest 

in peace, Fr. Gioacchino! May you and Fr. Jorge enjoy your first Easter in heaven! 
 

Today the readings prepare us for Palm Sunday and Holy Week.  The Lord spoke through 

the prophet Ezekiel, saying, “I will make them one nation . . . never again shall they be two 

nations, and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms.”  Division comes from 

the devil; that is the devil’s mission.  “Diabolic” comes from the Greek word diablein, which 

means to divide, separate, tear asunder.  The chosen people were not only in exile but 

became two divided kingdoms, north and south.  God is always about unity – the Trinity is 

three-in-one; indeed, a “family” united! 
 

There is also division in the Gospel – those who have come to believe in Jesus and those 

who want Him eliminated: “they planned to kill him.”  The Passover was near and now it is 

also near for us.  The people were looking for Jesus and asked, “What do you think?  That 

he will not come to the feast?”  Jesus will come to the feast, because He is our Passover!  He 

is the Feast!  Let us live this week well, for the Lord is coming for each one of us! 
 

The cross of the coronavirus is uniting the world and the mystery of suffering finds meaning 

only in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Victory He has won for all of us over the 

devil and sin and death! 

That is the celebration we all await – the Paschal Victory – Resurrection and new life, united 

in God’s love! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


