
Saturday, April 25, 2020 

Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist 
 

St. Mark wrote his Gospel based upon the preaching and teaching of St. Peter.  Mark also 

worked with St. Paul, so we can see him as a link between these two great Apostles who 

gave their lives witnessing to Jesus in Rome.  Mark was Bishop of Alexandria in Egypt and 

he is the patron of Egypt, Venice, and notaries.  Each evangelist is represented with a 

symbol, Mark’s being the winged lion.  In 828, the remains of Mark were transferred to 

Venice, where the Basilica of St. Mark stands today. 
 

Mark notes in today’s Gospel reading Jesus’ mandate to the Apostles: “Go into the whole 

world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.”  We are all creatures of God, created in 

God’s image and likeness.  It is interesting that he uses the word creature.  The next line 

gives reason for that: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not 

believe will be condemned.”  Baptism makes us no longer “creatures” created by God but 

“sons of God”, children of God, who have a mission in this world.  Jesus is the Son of God 

and we are united with Him by virtue of our baptism to bring His presence to the world as 

sons and daughters of God.  We live our lives through the grace of God, sustained through 

the sacraments, which enable that baptismal grace to grow and mature into adult 

Christians.  A true son or daughter of God gives witness through loving, joyful service more 

than words.  Sacrament means sign and that is why the Second Vatican Council (see the 

document Lumen Gentium) emphasized the Church (us, her members, her children) is the 

Sacrament of Salvation for the world.  As Jesus Himself tells us: “You are the salt of the 

earth; . . . You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13, 14). 
 

The interior of the Basilica of St. Mark was created to teach or catechize the faithful during 

a time when most of society was illiterate.  There are markings on the floor that help lead 

those being instructed/catechized in the faith to view one of the many biblical scenes that 

adorn the walls.  A catechist or teacher would explain the basic tenets of the faith in relation 

to the biblical image.  A fascinating and wonderful way to teach, making use of the worship 

space for instruction outside of the Liturgy. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

St. Mark, intercede for us.  As you brought Jesus Christ to us in the first, oldest and shortest 

Gospel, may we live our lives in continual formation in the faith.   Grateful for the spiritual 

nourishment of the Gospel that satisfies the soul, may we be worthy to be known truly as 

sons and daughters of God, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Below is a mosaic from the Basilica of St. Mark in Venice.  St. Mark is pictured on the right 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 



 

 


