
Saturday, April 18, 2020 

Easter Saturday 
 

“Whether it is right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather than God, you be the judges.  It is 

impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20). These are Peter’s (and 

John’s) words from today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  Do you know that our faith is 

“apostolic” because of the courageous witness of the apostles to make bold statements in front of the 

important Jewish men of their day, known as the Sanhedrin?  Jesus chose the weak and “uneducated, 

ordinary men” (Acts 4:13) to confound the strong (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:27).  This consoles me because I can 

relate to the apostles in their “ordinariness”.  I remember the words of the priest in confession, back in 

about sixth grade, and they spoke to my heart.  It is never easy to confess our sins, even behind the screen; 

but given the courage that comes from the Holy Spirit, a good confession can be made!  The priest said 

words something like this: “The apostles were like us.”  I always thought them to be so holy, because they 

were Apostles with a capital “A” and a halo to go with it!  We are in good company! 
 

The Gospel speaks of the “Apostle of the Apostles”, “Mary Magdalene, out of whom [Jesus] had driven seven 

demons” (Mark 16:9).  Woe!!! More hope for us!!!  Her title holds true despite her sinfulness!  (She is the 

first to announce the resurrection!  Thus her title, “Apostle of the Apostles”.)  What made her this great 

“Apostle” was her repentance and the mercy bestowed upon her by Jesus.  God’s grace is real and 

transformative!  This is a great reflection leading up to tomorrow’s finale of the Octave of Easter!  May we 

all be consoled by these great Apostles! 
 

I thought I was finished.  Another consolation!  “. . . they did not believe. . . . but they did not believe them 

either.  But later, as the Eleven were at table, he appeared to them and rebuked them for their unbelief and 

hardness of heart because they had not believed those who saw him after he had been raised” (Mark 16:11, 

13, 14-15).  Jesus rebukes the Apostles because they did not believe!  And they had hardness of heart (not 

due to cholesterol!).  Then Jesus amazingly commissions them: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the 

Gospel to every creature.”  That’s love!  And that is great faith on the part of Jesus: faith in these bumbling, 

hesitant-to-believe, and stubborn ordinary men!  I’m consoled!  They believed in Jesus because they also 

experienced the truth of his words (said about them) but more importantly His love for them!  Jesus loves 

us in the same way!!! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


