
Monday, April 6, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I am struck by today’s first reading from Isaiah, known as the first oracle of the Servant of 

the Lord.  We see in this reading Jesus, the Messiah and true Servant of the Lord.  “A bruised 

reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench” (Isaiah 42:3).  These 

words show the “tender compassion of our God” (Luke 1:78).  We are all like bruised reeds, 

wounded from sin and wounded by anxiety over this pandemic.  The flame of faith in many 

seems to be extinguishing.  The Lord is here to relieve our anguish and reignite the flame 

of faith within our hearts!  He serves us with compassionate love and mercy.  Allow the 

Lord to enter your heart today, for we have only, at this moment, today! 
 

I am in contact with many people these days, especially through e-mail.  In my years of 

ministry, which has brought me to different parts of the world, I have plenty of folks who 

keep me informed about their families and their lives.  It is a joy to see how the Good Lord 

works in our lives! 
 

I recently received a letter from a brother priest, who shared about his parents, who had 

been lay missionaries and now have been back in Spain for some years.  His mother has the 

coronavirus.  He shared that “God has made a beautiful miracle!!!!!!”  The hospital is 

allowing for one individual to stay in the room with his mother and care for her.  This is 

not the norm, as many of you probably know.  This means that this sole individual cannot 

leave but remains there, quarantined with his mother, serving her and caring for her.  Who 

would do as Jesus, who says, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends” (John 15:13)?  His own father, and her husband!  His parents are in their mid-

to-late seventies.  As he said, now she won’t die alone, as so many patients have died around 

the world.  “Now, they can be together, pray together, talk, even speak to their children, 

grandchildren... it’s a time that God has given them (as a gift) to be together and with God.” 

That’s faith! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 
 


