
Monday, April 20, 2020 

Monday of the Second Week of Easter 
 

Are you a “night” Christian?  Nicodemus, a Pharisee who is impressed with Jesus, meets him at night, 

obviously to avoid ridicule from his fellow Pharisees if they saw him meeting Jesus openly, during the day.  

Do you avoid making known that you are a Christian?  St. Peter reminds us: “Always be ready to give an 

explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope” (1 Peter 3:15).  Notice that he says, “to 

anyone who asks you”.  During this pandemic, people may ask us about being afraid or how we are handling 

this situation.  It could be an opportunity to let them know where you get your strength and courage to 

live this time in peace, the inner peace that Jesus brings us. 
 

We have been born through “water and Spirit” at baptism.  We pray, like the disciples in the first reading 

from the Acts of the Apostles, for the Holy Spirit to “speak your word with all boldness” in the midst of a 

secular world.  That boldness is not an arrogance but a courage to announce how God has transformed our 

lives.  We witness through our lives more than through words.  However, words are necessary when we are 

asked about why we believe or live the way we do.  We have our hope in the Lord, in whom we “take refuge”.  

We will all one day face death and we face it differently because the promise Jesus makes for those who 

believe is what we want to share with others.  I was struck by the morning prayer from the Liturgy of the 

Hours, Psalm 42, which said:  “These things will I remember as I pour out my soul: how I would lead the 

rejoicing crowd into the house of God, amid cries of gladness and thanksgiving, the throng wild with joy.”  

Jesus fulfills these words, who leads us to the house of God the Father.  As we pray the psalms, we are 

united in this great prayer of Jesus, because as members of His Body (the Church), we are ambassadors for 

Christ while on earth.  We are called to also help Jesus fulfill these words in this generation, as Jesus uses 

us as His instruments, attracting others to the truth of God’s love for us.  What could be more fulfilling 

than wanting others to share in our joy that we are loved by God!  This Easter joy that we are living now!  

What a great line: “THE THRONG WILD WITH JOY!” A massive crowd filled with joy!  That is what God 

wants to fulfill and we are part of His plan, through baptism, to bring others to the celebration of joy! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 

 


