
Friday, April 3, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I encourage everyone to pray Psalm 18 today.  A portion of the Psalm was proclaimed at 

Mass today, with the response: “In my distress I called upon the Lord, and he heard my 

voice.”  He hears us in our prayer of anxiety and stress.  He hears us on our bed of pain.  He 

is very near to us in our afflictions.  Jeremiah knew that.  The prophets never had it easy 

being God’s instrument, reminding the people to follow God’s ways and avoid the 

deceptions of the day.  As Christians, living for Christ by virtue of our baptism can put us 

on the front lines, confronted by a secular society that has the wrong idea of freedom and 

liberation.  Our baptism, liberating us from original sin, has made us share in the three-

fold ministry of Christ: Priest, Prophet, and King.  Like Jeremiah, there will be people who 

want us silenced and done away with.  The same for Jesus.  Our path is the way of the Cross, 

the way of salvation. 
 

We like the beauty of the rose and the fragrance exuding from its petals.  We like the Word 

of God that comforts us and consoles us.  Yet like the rose, which has its thorns, the Word 

of God also calls us to conversion, which can seem unpleasant to those who are set in their 

ways, even ways that they believe to be is God’s will for them. 
 

We find that in today’s Gospel.  The Jews, those who are strictly following the Law and the 

Torah, are struggling to accept this unknown man from Nazareth.  They are scandalized at 

Jesus: “We are not stoning you for a good work but for blasphemy.  You, a man, are making 

yourself God.”  Jesus quotes Scripture and defends himself, hoping they are open to 

listening and reflecting upon reality, as he leaves them to contemplate these words: “If I do 

not perform my Father’s works, do not believe me; but if I perform them, even if you do 

not believe me, believe the works, so that you may realize and understand that the 

Father is in me and I am in the Father.”  They seem to have allowed themselves to reflect 

on his parting words, for they no longer were ready to stone him but sought to arrest him 

“but he escaped their power”.  There is hope for everyone to be converted and live – to live 

for all eternity in the heavenly kingdom. 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 


