
Friday, April 24, 2020 

Friday of the Second Week of Easter 
 

Gamaliel is an interesting figure in today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  His wisdom and 

discernment in dealing with the Apostles is to be commended.  His closing words to the members 

of the Sanhedrin moved their decision and allowed the Apostles to continue their mission, even to 

the point of “rejoicing that they had been found worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.”  

Announcing the Gospel and being punished for proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah, even Gamaliel 

warned the Sanhedrin: “For if this endeavor or this activity is of human origin, it will destroy itself.  

But if it comes from God, you will not be able to destroy them; you may even find yourselves fighting 

against God.”  Certain names have come done to us through the Scriptures, not only proving that 

these are historical persons but that their names have been preserved in this way also because they, 

too, were believers in Jesus.  Clement of Rome, who was Pope for the years 88 to 99, wrote in his 

Recognitions (Book I, Chapter 65) that Gamaliel “was secretly our brother in the faith, but by our 

advice remained among [the Jewish people]”. 
 

Jesus multiplies the loaves and the fish.  There is left over fragments!  Jesus knows of our 
need at this time.  We need that spiritual sustenance of the Eucharist, which unites us as 
His Body!  We cannot go on living a “virtual” Christianity through Mass via live-stream or 
recorded.  We need this very Real Sacrament to keep us alive spiritually!  The Word is 
sustenance but, like the early Christians of Abitene (modern day Tunis, Tunisia, North 
Africa), when asked why they gather on Sundays, for which they were put on trial in 303 
and then martyred, replied: “We cannot live without Sunday!” 
 

A commentary has come down to us (over 1,700 years old!) by the writer of the Acts of the 
Martyrs.  A question posed by the Proconsul to the martyr Felice: “I am not asking you if 
you are a Christian, but if you have taken part in the assembly or if you have a book of the 
Scriptures.”  Listen to this comment: “O foolish and ridiculous question of the judge!  As if 
a Christian could be without the Sunday Eucharist, or the Sunday Eucharist could be 
celebrated without there being a Christian!  Don’t you know, Satan, that it is the Sunday 
Eucharist which makes the Christian and the Christian that makes the Sunday Eucharist, 
so that one cannot subsist without the other, and vice versa?  When you hear someone say 
‘Christian,’ know that there is an assembly that celebrates the Lord; and when you hear 
someone say ‘assembly,’ know that a Christian is there.”  (Thanks to Zenit for this account. 
Go to: https://zenit.org/articles/pope-to-proclaim-cry-of-abitene-martyrs/) 
 

O, Lord, how we miss the Sunday assembly! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
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