
These two disciples, NOT Apostles, but believers in Jesus, as were many who 
were drawn to him by the authority of the words he spoke and the deeds he 

performed, were leaving Jerusalem, downcast, disappointed, maybe even out of 
fear of the Jews because they were considered followers of Jesus.   

 
What makes their story SO PERTINENT that St Luke decided to included it in his 
gospel?  Maybe because St Luke wanted us, YOU and me, to be made aware of 

the importance of catechesis, the basis for our faith in one we have never seen.  
The two sojourners had seen Christ, sat and listened to him preach about a God 

who loved His creation, who had watched over and cared for His Chosen People, 
even when they turned their backs to Him.  They KNEW the stories of old, but 

couldn’t make the connection with the man they chose to listen to and follow, 
other than recognizing the goodness that poured forth from him. 
 

For maybe four and a half hours, the time it took to go from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus if you’re just moping along in sadness, Jesus CATECHIZED these two, 

making all the connections from the writings of the prophets to what he had 
been preaching and doing for the past three years.  And when they reached 
Emmaus they wanted to hear more, and so they pleaded with Jesus to stay, rest 

a while, share a meal with them.   
 

Over the years I’ve been associated with many ways of doing catechesis, of 
handing on the faith to children and adults.  Depending on the program and 
numbers involved, the means of instruction varied from very small numbers 

visiting in a teacher’s home, to larger numbers visiting in classrooms, to even 
greater numbers coming together in large groups to hear a central theme before 

dispersing into smaller discussion groups.  There were even times where 
instructions didn’t begin until all were fed a meal.  You might ask which one was 
the MOST effective, and I’d have to tell you it was the one where those in 

attendance were listening INTENTLY, just like the two disciples.  They desired to 
know the truth – they just needed to be pointed in the right direction to find it, 

just as we do today. 
 

We hear Peter, with the support of the other 11 Apostles, explain to those 
gathered around them how Jesus fit into scripture by quoting back to King David, 
someone they are all familiar with, how King David had ascribed in one of his 

prayers that he would not be abandoned by God to the netherworld, nor his 
body taste decay.  And thus Jesus, a descendant to King David’s throne, was 

raised from the dead, uncorrupted, and sits with the Father, exalted at the right 
hand of God.  This is probably the best example of catechizing people – start 
with a common known, and then expand on that with what needs to be learned 



and understood.  This is the way Jesus catechized the two disciples.  He opened 
to them the scriptures as they pertained to HIS life. 

 
Today, we find ourselves still in the throws of a worldwide pandemic, living with 

draconian rules in an effort to limit the expansion of the virus.  For the past two 
months our way of life has been restricted, and for us as Catholics, the hardest 
restriction has come in the practicing of our faith on a weekly basis, the coming 

together to celebrate Mass, praying as a church, as the living Body of Christ, and 
celebrating the Word of God and the receiving of the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion.  We pray daily that the restrictions 
on our freedoms will be rescinded, and that we find our way back to a normal 

way of life. 
 
This pandemic has tested the grit of this Nation, even through all the false 

information, political dooms day rhetoric and controversies, and the never-ending 
fear mongering on the nightly news cycle.  I believe that as a Nation we have 

shown we know how to take care of ourselves, our neighbors, our communities, 
and those most at risk, by pulling together to put OTHER ahead of self.  Yes, 
there have been many lessons learned, and many more yet to be learned, but 

we’re headed in the right direction.   
 

Many, MANY have gotten sick, and a goodly number of those infected by the 
virus have died.  For them we pray that a loving and forgiving God will receive 
their souls to be with Him.  For the rest of us, the LIVING, may we ask God for 

His patience with us, that we learn from our faults, seek His mercy and 
forgiveness, and place again our trust in Him Who never takes His eyes off of us.  

We are as children, ever learning, seeking the truth where it might be found.  Let 
us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, and our ears and hearts open to his words, that 
we be not afraid of the things of this world. 

 
Soon, our churches and synagogues will be open, and, prayerfully, filled beyond 

capacity with those wanting to give thanks to God with one UNITED VOICE.  We 
are a people of the Bible, a people of faith in one God, whose Son died for our 

sins, destroyed death to sin in his rising, and awaits our coming home to our 
heavenly Father to join in his everlasting glory.  This is the promise made to us 
who are heirs with Jesus to his glory.  We are a people of faith who know Jesus, 

who made himself known to us through the breaking of the bread. 


