
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

We can all relate to the plight of the Israelites in the desert in today’s first reading.  How 

many times we have complained, either outwardly or inwardly, when events in our lives 

did not go our way!  The small, seraph serpents represent sin and they are a reminder of 

the serpent in Genesis who deceived Eve in the garden.  They crawl on the ground and want 

us to live in the dirt with them.  God did not create us to live lives of mediocrity or anything 

below our dignity, being created in the image and likeness of God.  The devil wants to bring 

us down to his level – the level of sin and utter lowliness. 

Hopefully, we find ourselves again like the Israelites, who having suffered the consequence 

of sin, and the suffering (and death!) it brings, we cry out, as the psalm says also, and God 

hears us and shows us mercy.  The Israelites repented: “We have sinned in complaining 

against the Lord” and God had Moses make a bronze serpent and raise it on a pole, above 

the ground, towards the heavens.  It is a reminder of sin but also raised up, reminding us 

to look to God, and He will save us.  Repentance brings mercy! 

Jesus tells the Jews, “You belong to what is below, I belong to what is above.  You belong to 

this world, but I do not belong to this world.  This is why I told you that you will die in your 

sins.  For if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.”  Jesus uses the name 

that God told Moses to tell the Israelites: “I AM sent me to you” (see Exodus3:11-14). 

God sent Jesus to save us from the devil and slavery to sin as God sent Moses to save the 

Israelites from pharaoh and the slavery of Egypt.  Jesus draws all to Himself when He is 

lifted on the Cross – we look to Him and are saved because we believe the Father sent Him!  

He raises us up because He is the Resurrection and the Life!  Let us continue to “seek what 

is above” (see Colossians 3:1-4)! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 

 


