
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Our apse (sanctuary ceiling) is adorned with a miniature replica, with modifications and 

differences, of what adorns the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran, which is the Cathedral of 

Rome.  (Our church has a mural; St John Lateran is a mosaic.)  Those who subscribe to the 

Magnificat will recall an article from the November, 2018 edition that shows the Lateran 

mosaic.  The cross and the water flowing from the cross reminds us of today’s readings and 

the Sacrament of Baptism.  As we approach the Paschal Feast (Easter), our emphasis during 

Lent is ongoing conversion and renewal.  We will renew our baptismal promises during the 

Paschal (Easter) season. (Note: I avoid the word Easter, because it comes form the Anglo-

Saxon goddess of spring, which has nothing to do with Jesus and His Resurrection that we 

will soon celebrate.)  Jesus, because He is God, heals on the Sabbath and from Him flows 

the new life, represented by the water in both the reading from Ezekiel and the pool of 

Bethesda in John’s Gospel.  The man healed after 38 years of disability does not enter the 

waters for healing but is made whole by Jesus’ command.  Jesus is the Temple from which 

flows the life-giving waters represented by Ezekiel. 
 

Once again, our readings bring hope and keep us focused on Jesus and the new life He 

brings.  The water flowing from the cross as depicted in our church has sheep and deer 

drinking from the stream.  We are the flock who are led by the Good Shepherd to drink 

from the life-giving waters of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist.  The deer remind us 

of Psalm 42:2-3: As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God.  

My being thirsts for God, the living God.  When can I go and see the face of God? 
 

A priest from Casnigo, Bergamo, Italy gave up his respirator, which his parishioners had 

purchased for him as he suffered from the coronavirus, to a younger person afflicted with 

the virus.  “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 

15:13).  A heroic gesture during these difficult times!  Love has the final word and Love 

conquers!  We are victorious because God’s Love Saves!!! 
 

God Love You! 
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 
 
 


