
There’s one method of giving a homily where we look back to 
those hearing the stories of the Bible at their first telling, like from 
the prophets and sages, or even the Apostles and St Paul.  And 
then thinking of how these listeners would react to the stories 
and what CHANGES might occur in their lives.   
 
Then the second part of the homily would talk about how we, 
present here today, might react to the readings, and what our 
response to God should be as we leave the Mass and go about 
our daily lives.   
 
Adam and Eve had the PERFECT life, a Utopian life, where all 
their needs were satisfied and they wanted for nothing.  Until the 
devil told them “There is more!”, and all they had to do was 
disregard the ONE commandment of God.  And in their 
disobedience, the Garden of Eden, Utopia, was lost to them and 
to all generations to come. 
 
I believe the reaction of the ancient peoples on hearing this story 
would be one of outrage and disappointment towards creation’s 
first parents for LOSING such a gift from God.  But then their 
response would be, “What can we do to get it back?”   
 
And so, they look at how they are living their lives and what 
changes they might have to make in their lives so God can see 
they are trying to be the people He originally made, PERFECT in 
every way.  In all their efforts they see and understand they can 
never be perfect, but they might become a little better. 
 
I think our take on Adam and Eve might not be too far off from 
our ancient ancestors.  Maybe like having a very rich ancestor 
who took a vacation to Las Vegas and placed their WHOLE life’s 
earnings on the green zero, and lost.  And we look back at them 



and wonder, “How could they have thrown it all away, my 
inheritance.  If they hadn’t had done that I wouldn’t have to be 
working as hard as I am today!”  Outraged and disappointed, 
what could have been one’s Utopia, gone.  And our response?  
What will it take to rebuild that fortune? 
 
The original sin is not of our own making, yet the stain remains 
down thru the millennia.  But we know that’s not the end of the 
story, because where there is sin, there is also forgiveness.  God 
didn’t destroy His creation and remake mankind from a new 
mold.  He watched over His original creation and gave them 
hope, that somehow things would work out, although it would be 
difficult and trying at times. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us of this today.  Where sin 
increased, there GRACE increased all the more.  Where the sin of 
Adam brought us death in the eyes of God, the grace of Jesus 
Christ has brought us LIFE with the Father once again.   
 
God does not leave us orphans in this world, but is a Father as 
near to us as WE wish Him to be.  It is not He who distances 
Himself from us, but we from Him.  Sin speaks loudly to us, yet 
grace, though quiet as it may be, is given us in abundance to 
overpower sin.   
 
The Romans hear, just as we do today, what seems to be a 
BALANCING between the transgression of Adam and the grace of 
Jesus Christ, where one brought death and the other life, where 
sin reigns, but grace is more abundant.   
 
I believe both they and we hear these words with a similar ear, a 
similar heart, that what we use to have was lost to us, but not 
forever.  That through Jesus Christ mankind has opened to them 



once again the Garden of Eden, a place we may walk with God, 
to remain in His love and peace forever.   
 
The Romans, like us, ask how this may be attained, and today’s 
gospel points the way – to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  In his 
most exhausted physical state, having fasted 40 days in the 
desert, Jesus is confronted by the devil, tempted with food, 
wealth, and fame if he would only trust in the word of the devil, 
to give him his due, and Jesus refuses each temptation.   
 
Jesus refuses to turn his back on the Father, just so he could 
enjoy a temporary satisfaction, a passing pleasure, a shot at fame 
which would only follow him to forgetfulness in the grave.  Some 
may say this was easy for Jesus because he is God.  But he is 
also a man, subject to the same desires and needs of man.  What 
we learn from him as a man is to face each temptation, each 
challenge in our lives, one at a time, and deal with them the best 
we can, knowing the grace of God is present to strengthen us in 
our good decisions. 
 
“Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered 
to him.”  What more do we need to know than our Father in 
heaven will treat us similarly in OUR times of trial? 


