
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

I am writing to all of you, parishioners of St. Joseph and Christ the King Parishes, as we 
begin to live this Lent under the new guidelines issued by Bishop Quinn on March 18, which 
includes the most difficult decision of having to suspend public Masses in the Diocese of 
Winona-Rochester until May 15, 2020.  I ask all of you to prayerfully accept this decision 
and understand that all these measures being taken by our local Church (the Diocese of 
Winona-Rochester) are for the overall good and protection of everyone within our Diocese 
as we seek to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus.  The decision of the Bishop 
is in collaboration with state government officials and the expert advice of the Centers for 
Disease Control.  The matter is very serious and it is a charitable move to protect all people, 
especially the weakest and most vulnerable of our society.  The Church has always seen it 
as a priority to help the weakest, and at this time those especially poor in health. 
 

The Church of St. Joseph and the Church of Christ the King will be open for private prayer 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM; and on Saturday and Sunday from 
9:00 AM until 6:00 PM. 
 

All REP classes have been canceled as well as all meetings of groups at both parishes, 
including the Stations of the Cross. 
 

First Communions have been postponed until a later date.  Confirmation remains as 
scheduled;  however, that may change if circumstances deem necessary. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) will be available as scheduled at St. Joseph 
(Saturdays 3:00 – 4:00 PM) and at Christ the King on Saturdays 11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon. 
Additional hours during Lent will include Mondays and Fridays at Christ the King 6:00 – 
7:00 PM and at St. Joseph on Wednesdays and Fridays 4:30 – 5:30 PM. 
 

Please access daily Mass and Sunday Mass through your local cable or satellite TV service, 
where you may find EWTN, which televises the Mass twice a day.  You may also find 
catholic radio, such as RPR (970 AM, somewhat difficult to reach here in both locations; or 
you may access the station through the app); and Relevant Radio also through the app. 
 

Please contact me for those in need of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick and Viaticum. 
 

We are all in this together and it is a great opportunity to experience a Lent filled with grace 
if we remain vigilant in prayer.  We are being given a cross to carry this Lent, perhaps 
unexpectedly, like Simon of Cyrene experienced when he was forced into service to carry 
our Lord’s cross.  Like Simon, Jesus is near to us.  We do not carry the cross alone, for the 
Lord never abandons those who heed His words, “take up [your] cross daily and follow me” 
(Luke 9:23).  Jesus, we trust in you! 
 

God Love You!!!           
 

Fr. Jim Starasinich 


