
First, I’d like to give credit where credit is due.  Pope Francis 

helped me with my homily this Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 

Pope Francis wrote this past week a Motu Proprio, an Apostolic 

Letter, to the whole Church, worldwide, declaring this “Sunday of 
the Word of God”.   

 
By this he encourages all the faithful to pay closer attention to 

the Word of God, to become more familiar with the scriptures, as 

our Jewish brothers and sisters have always been, speaking of 
the Books of the Old Testament, and forming a closer bond with 

the Jewish community as we continue to work for a more united 

Christian community.   
 

Pope Francis is encouraging his bishops and pastors to find ways 
to make the Bible more present to the people, ways to better 

explain the liturgy from its origins within the context of the Bible, 

ways of showing the importance of the Bible even in today’s 
fractured and hurting society, and ways for us to learn how to 

read, appreciate, and pray daily with the Scriptures, such as 

practicing “lectio divina”, praying the word. 
 

Why pick this weekend?  If one wants to talk about turning on 
lights to scare off the darkness, to shed light into the dark corners 

of our lives, to let people know there is a light to show us the 

way, a guiding light, this weekend’s readings fit the bill. 
 

Isaiah prophesies the doom of much of Israel coming at the 

hands of the Assyrians, but also of the coming of a great light 
from the District of the Gentiles, known today to be Nazareth.  

Isaiah speaks to the people of a God who loves them as a Father, 
never abandoning them even when it seems they deserve to be 

left to their own folly.  Yet, there will be joy as the light dispels 



the darkness and shines in the land of gloom, and the yoke and 

rod of the taskmaster which enslaves them will be smashed. 
 

Today we prayed the responsorial psalm, “The Lord is my LIGHT 

and my salvation.”  The Jewish people knew their God to be one 
who favors the light, dispelling the darkness where evil lurks.  

Even today, when walking at night in the big cities, don’t we tend 
to walk where the streets are well lit?  We not only want to see 

where we are walking, but the evil that lurks in the darkness 

doesn’t want to expose itself to the light and being seen. 
 

In today’s gospel Jesus fulfills what was written by Isaiah.  Jesus 

goes to the lands of darkness, Zebulun and Naphtali, to begin his 
ministry, reaching out to those in darkness, those who have been 

cut off from the light, those who have fallen away.   
 

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, Paul admonishes them for 

taking sides, dividing themselves into different and separate 
camps, so to speak.  He wants them all to put themselves in ONE 

MIND, in ONE PURPOSE, and that mind and purpose is Jesus 

Christ.   
 

This is what Pope Francis wants from his shepherds, from his 
bishops and pastors, to bring the Word of God to those who have 

lost their way, lost their faith in God and His Church.  He also 

wants us to reach out in new ways to unite the many camps who 
believe in God and have Jesus at their core belief, but are 

separated by their differing dogmas.   

 
It’s almost as though he is taking a line from one of the foremost 

rock operas of our time, Jesus Christ Superstar, where the ghost 
of Judas queries Jesus as to why he DIDN’T come later in the 

future where there is mass communication and he could have 



reached more people all at once?  Pope Francis wants us to use 

the media, even more boldly than soon-to-be “Blessed” Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen had done in the 1950s and 60s with his weekly 

television show, “Life is Worth Living”.  Mass communication now 

includes the World Wide Web and social media outlets like 
Facebook and YouTube.  This is where Pope Francis knows the 

people are at, and this is where we are to meet them, to put a 
message of LIFE on the screen that is a constant LIGHT in front 

of their face.   

 
Unfortunately for many, a Sunday homily may be our only 

exposure to hearing an explanation of the readings of Scripture.  

Somehow, we must, as individuals, want to WANT more, to be 
like the woman at the well asking Jesus to give her the water that 

will never let her thirst again.  Others, like bishops and pastors, 
can lead us to the well, but we must have or create the desire in 

ourselves to drink of the water of life.   

 
We can all do this by breaking open the family Bible at home and 

reading it.  We can seek out other RELIABLE sources of Bible 

commentaries that help explain how Christ was prophesized in 
the Old Testament and how he fulfilled those prophecies in the 

New.  Most importantly, like the woman at the well, we need to 
ask questions, and like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we 

need to listen to the answers with an open mind, and an open 

heart.   
 

Someone this past week pointed out to me something I wasn’t 

aware of, that St Joe’s has a Facebook page.  This may be an 
area we can look into as an additional means of not only putting 

out information to our parish community, but an open source for 
others OUTSIDE our parish life to come in contact with the Word 

of God.  If our ministry is to spread the Good News, maybe we 



should use every outlet open to us to bring the light of Christ to 

all who can receive it, by any means. 
 

Jesus IS the light of the world.  You know it.  I know it.  And we 

BELIEVE it to be true.  When we find ourselves in emotional 
darkness, don’t we say a prayer asking for help?  Don’t we look 

deeper into ourselves looking for that inner strength and a way 
out?  Sometimes, it's in the deepest recess of our souls that we 

find Jesus, our true strength and the light for our path.  If we 

understand Scripture better, we’d know Jesus better, and we’d 
know he is nearer to us always, in the good times and the bad.  

And to KNOW Jesus is to WANT to share that knowledge with 

others.  This is Pope Francis’ commission to all of us. 


