
“The days will come when there will NOT be left a stone upon another 
stone that will not be thrown down.” 
 
In this statement Jesus may have been speaking of the coming 
destruction of the temple at the hands of the Romans, but there is also 
an underlying lesson to be found.  The Parousia, the end days, the end 
of mankind, the final judgement. 
 
Throughout the month of November we celebrate numerous memorial 
Masses for those who have died over the past year.  We start with All 
Saints Day, calling to mind those who have demonstrated for us 
examples of living a closeness to God by their lives.  
 
Then All Souls Day, the day set aside to remember all those faithful 
who have gone before us, those who pray in heaven unceasingly for 
those of us still journeying toward salvation.  We remember family 
members and friends who have gone to their eternal rest in the Lord, 
those who have come to their personal Parousia, their own end time. 
 
I think I might be safe in saying we all have a fear of death, or maybe 
more correctly, HOW we might die.  Yet, for those who live close to 
God, for those who stand in awe of His majesty and power, who 
proclaim Him as Father and live as His children, should not fear our 
pending demise nor a final reckoning.   
 
If we are busy with the work of God, that is, loving Him and our 
neighbor, what should we fear?  If we feed, clothe, uplift those around 
us, what would we care what others might say about us?  If we live 
the truths given to us by the wisdom of Christ himself, we may be 
hated, persecuted, or even put to death because of his name, but our 
eternal lives will be secure by our perseverance in our faith.   
 



Even today, as the morals of society seem to be changing for the 
worse, moving farther and farther from the Will of God, the faithful are 
called to be strong as Jesus was strong, not condemning those who 
find fault or lie, but forgiving them for their errors, for their falling from 
grace.  We are called to turn others TOWARD the face of God, and we 
do this by how we live our own lives, in words and deeds. 
 
Even in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, Jesus has opened the gates 
of heaven to us all, but that doesn’t mean we should just kick back 
and be a slouch, or as we say in the military, being ROAD, Retired On 
Active Duty, just biding our time and waiting for the end to come.  No, 
we still have lives to live, things to do, people to care for, a God to 
serve and love while we still can, till our last breath.   
 
Wars, insurrections, climate change or global warming, extreme 
weather phenomena, pandemic diseases – these are all natural things 
which have occurred, are occurring now, and will occur in the future, 
none of which is the definitive sign of a world coming to its end.  Even 
mankind’s inhumanity and hatred toward his own kind is not the final 
sign, except for those who perish at the whim of others. 
 
Things happen and we don’t need signs from the sky to tell us.  
Nations rise and fall.  The Sun comes up in the East and goes down in 
the West every day.  We are born and we will die.  Yet, if we come to 
know, love, and serve God in this world, we WILL be happy with Him 
in the next.  In the words of Jesus, “By your perseverance you will 
secure your lives.”  Your ETERNAL lives.   
 
This is a promise we can live for. 


