
“You cannot serve both God and mammon.” 
 
Jesus is pretty much being straight forward in saying this to his disciples.  
“No servant can serve two masters.”  I’m afraid that these sayings fall on 
deaf ears in this day and age as many individuals, and especially families, 
find themselves serving two masters, rather, having to hold down two, and 
in some cases more, jobs just to get by.  The fear of loss – losing a job, 
losing the means to keep a roof over one’s head, losing the ability to feed 
one’s family, losing one’s own dignity – can, and often DOES, consume us 
to a point where even our health is adversely affected.  Fear of loss can 
have a petrifying affect on ALL of us, as it should, so that we are made to 
STOP and take a closer look at ourselves, our positions, and even our goals 
in life. 
 
Yet, there seems to be something we no longer have a fear of losing – our 
loss of faith and loss of God.  What I’m pointing to is our loss of faith in our 
daily routines as in prayer; how we appear to others in public – you know, 
“They will know we are Christians by our love for one another” –; and how 
one professes their faith loudly in words, but even MORE LOUDLY 
condemns the will of God.   
 
And where is the loss of God more apparent than in our public-school 
systems across the Nation.  When God was pronounced DEAD back in the 
1960’s and all references to Him were banned in the schools, a huge hole 
appeared in society which needed to be filled, and Satan himself dove right 
in to fill it.  And so, the children of the late sixties and seventies were 
starting to be fed, not with the bread of life, but the worthiness of self-
indulgence thru greed, lying, and cheating – in other words, selfishness. 
 
This shouldn’t be news to anyone here today.  This attitude of waiting for 
God to move out of the way – side note: we THREW God out of the way - 
is older than the Prophet Amos, as he speaks of God hearing the merchants 
complain about having to wait until after the sabbath in order to cheat their 
customers, and buy and sell the lowly of society.  Sure, they knew God, but 
still had NO RESPECT for Him in their hearts.  THEIR god was the wealth 
they could build up for themselves, at the expense of others – greed and 
selfishness.   
 



How about us?  During this part of the year, FOOTBALL SEASON, how 
many of us can hardly wait for Mass to be over so we can get home to 
watch The Fighting Irish, the Gophers, or the Giants, I mean Vikings?  We 
may not view SPORTS as a god or something so precious that we need to 
have it, but do you see how THINGS can push their way into our life and 
we can make them mean so much more than they should?  At that point, 
we can make God and our eternal happiness a lesser desire, or forget 
about Him altogether.  Is this the path we want for our society? 
 
Can we change?  Man is the most adaptable and changeable creature on 
earth.  Recall the story of Zacchaeus, the cheating tax collector, whose 
heart Jesus touched by just calling out his name in the crowd, inviting 
himself to Zacchaeus’ house to eat.  Zacchaeus gave up his greed, his 
selfishness, his cheating life, because he realized something greater than 
what he could have on earth was awaiting him in heaven.   
 
So YES, we can change, and it can be harder and more painful for some 
than others.  The bad steward, fired for squandering his master’s property 
and not for over-charging his master’s customers, knew how to ingratiate 
himself to the wealthy customers.  It cost him some of his ill-gotten 
earnings, but he would hopefully have a place to stay and a new master to 
serve.  Sometimes WE need to see what we are willing to give up in order 
to make gain.  What in my life am I doing that does not give praise and 
honor to God?  Do I reflect an image of God, of Jesus Christ, to those 
around me?  What’s holding me back from wearing my faith on the 
OUTSIDE of my body?  What do I fear to lose? 
 
Instead of putting your money where your mouth is, put your FAITH where 
your mouth is, and use the strength the Holy Spirit has given you and put it 
to work for the greater glory, and honor, and praise of God, the Father 
Almighty.  In this way you lose nothing, and gain everything.  When we 
choose to serve God, money and everything else, finds its proper role in 
our life. 


